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General Superintendent
Bishop Charles Hanson1.  There is but One living and true God, the 

great Creator, and there are three Persons 
in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. Genesis 1:1-27; Matthew 
28:19; 1st John 5:7.

2.  We believe the Holy Bible to be the 
inspired Word of God. 2nd Timothy 3:16; 
2nd Peter 1:20, 21.

3.  We believe we are justified when we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus Christ. 
Mark 1:15; Acts 13:38-39; Romans 5:1.

4.  We believe Sanctification to be a definite 
work of grace subsequent to Salvation. St. 
John 15:2, 17:16, 17; Ephesians 5:25-27; 1st 
John 1:9.

5.  We believe in the Baptism with the Holy 
Ghost, and speaking in other tongues 
as the Spirit gives utterance to be the 
initiatory evidence of this experience. Acts 
2:4, 19:6, 10:44-46. Since the Spirit gives 
the utterance when one is baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, we reject the teaching 
that one who has received the Baptism 
of the Holy Ghost can speak in tongues 
at will, without the Spirit prompting the 
utterance.

6.  We believe in divine healing for the body. 
Acts 3:2-12, 9:32-43, 5:15, 16; James 5:14. We 
do not condemn medical science.

7.  We believe every gift we receive from God, 
including divine healing, comes through 
the merits of the atonement. Romans 5:11; 
James 1:16-17.

8.  We believe in the operation of the nine 
Gifts of the Spirit. We also believe in the 
manifestation of the nine Fruit of the 
Spirit and recognize that these should be 
present in the life of every believer. 1st 
Corinthians 12:1-12; Galatians 5:22-23.

9. We believe in the imminent rapture of the 
church, and the personal, pre-millennial 
Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Acts 1:10, 11; 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18; 
Revelation 1:7.

10. We, as a church, believe in the eternal 
redemption of all saints who are faithful 
to the end. Matthew 24:13; Revelation 2:10. 
We reject the theory of “once in grace 
always in grace” regardless of conduct. 1st 
Corinthians 10:12; Galatians 5:4.

11. We believe all who die out of Christ will 
be punished eternally, but those who die 
in Him shall share in His glory forever.  
Daniel 12:2; Matthew 24:46; St. John 5:29; 
Jude 7.

12. We believe the Bride of Christ is 
composed of the entire spiritual church. 
1st Corinthians 12:25; 2nd Corinthians 11:2; 
Galatians 3:28, 29; Ephesians 4:16, 5:23-33; 
Revelation 19:7, 8.

13. We believe in the sacredness of marriage 
between one man and one woman. We 
promote commitment to strong family 
values.  Ephesians 5:31-33, 6:1-4; Hebrews 
13:4; Matthew 19:5; Leviticus 18:22; Genesis 
2:24.

14. We require all our ministers to speak the 
same thing and that there be no division 
among us in doctrine concerning our 
Articles of Faith. 1st Corinthians 1:10.

Articles of Faith
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It is unbelievable that the Christmas season is upon us once 
again. Since we have adopted the theme of “Bridging the Gap,” 
I want us to think about the “gap” that the birth of Christ bridged 

for us. Galatians 4:4 says, “But when the fullness of the time was 
come, God sent forth His son, made of a woman, made under the 
law.”

When we think about SILENCE BROKEN and wonder how we can 
bridge the gap, I think the story is told in this verse alone: “When the 
fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His son, made of a 
woman, made under the law” (Galatians 4:4).

NIGHT OF INTERVENTION
When I think of the birth of Christ, I also think of a night of 

intervention and a time when there was SILENCE BROKEN. When 
we talk about bridging the gap, it was truly bridged the night of our 
Lord’s birth. As a movement, we are committed to bridging the gap. 

Once again, since we have adopted the theme “Bridging the Gap,” 
I want us to think about the gap that the birth of Christ bridged for us. 
Christ’s birth bridged the gap between generations, cultures, genders 
and nations. John 1:14 (NKJV) says, “…the Word [of God] became 
fl esh.” At the birth of Christ, God intervened. This time, it was not just 
another prophet, but God alone wrapped Himself in fl esh and bridged 
the gap, where sin was broken, and the SILENCE BROKEN by God 

SILENCE
BROKEN
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would be forever. What Adam lost for humanity in the garden, 
Christ gave back by becoming fl esh. By Christ becoming 
fl esh, the gap was bridged between humanity and God. 

Many times in the history of man, God intervened. In Noah’s 
day, He sent a fl ood. In Lot’s day, He destroyed the city. In 
Jonah’s day, He saved a city. But on this night, “when the 
fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” 
(Galatians 4:4-5).

NIGHT OF INSPIRATION
God was inspired to send. John 3:16, says, “For God so 

loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.”

ANGELS WERE INSPIRED TO SING. Luke 2:13-14 says, 
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

WISE MEN WERE INSPIRED TO SACRIFICE. Matthew 
2:11 says, “And when they were come into the house, they 
saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshiped him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh.”

• Gold: Symbolic of His kingship.
• Frankincense: Symbolic of His priesthood.
• Myrrh: Symbolic of His healing as a Savior.

SHEPHERDS WERE INSPIRED TO SEARCH. Luke 2:15 
says, “And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away 
from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.”

Since that night, MILLIONS have been INSPIRED to 
SERVE.

   

NIGHT OF INSTRUCTIONS
• His Miracle – His Birth
• His Manger – His Humility
• His Mission –To Go 

O WHAT A NIGHT – O HOLY NIGHT!
Just as He came so many years ago and silence was 

broken, He expects us to continue His mission and continue 
to bridge the gap while the Light still shines.

Susan and I would like to wish each of you a very Merry 
Christmas and a wonderful and prosperous New Year!

chc1921



The Gospel Messenger  |  Page 4

World Missions
Scotty Poole, Executive Director

BIGGER, BETTER, 
MORE!

WHAT WE NEED TO 
ACCOMPLISH THE 

WORK OF MISSIONS.
The work of missions is much bigger than we are. We are 

the workers, building something together that is much bigger 
than we can ever build alone. Whether preaching, teaching, 
living, or serving the gospel, we must remember one thing: the 
message is more important than the messenger. However, if 
the messenger isn’t prepared or equipped, he or she has the 
potential to damage the message. So one way we can prepare 
and equip ourselves is through a process called “Bigger, Better, 
More!” Here’s the basic premise:

Bigger
We fi nd in Hebrews that without faith, it is impossible to 

please God. Jesus told his disciples in Mark 11:22 simply to 
“have faith in God.” At another time, His disciples had requested 
of Him, “Increase our faith” (Luke 17:5). Being bigger simply 
means to have bigger faith to believe God for the impossible. 

If you have served God for any length of time, you 
understand that what He asks of us is impossible, so we must 
have faith in Him to do what He has asked us to do. Think about 
it. We cannot save anyone. We must trust that Jesus will save 
when we present the gospel. We do not need more faith; we 
need bigger faith. Jesus talks often of little faith, and Paul says 
that every man is given a “measure of faith” (Romans 12:3). So 
what we need to do is ask Jesus to increase our faith, so we can 
have a bigger faith. Faith comes by hearing the Word of God. 
Here is where bigger faith lies.

We must strive to have an ever-growing bigger faith in order 
to be able to continue doing bigger things in the Lord. Our 
personal relationship with Jesus brings that bigger faith.

Better
When we have a bigger faith, then we move toward better. 

What is better? This is not a comparison with another individual, 
church, or ministry, but it is a comparison to our own work we 
are doing for missions.

Better means that we improve in evangelism, discipleship, 
and caring. Being better at evangelism is increasing in how, 
when, and where we share the word of God. To evangelize is to 
share the good news. People need to know Jesus loves them, 
and being better is sharing that in a way that touches the heart.

Discipleship begins with salvation and continues throughout 
the life of the believer. Paul said that the strong should bear the 
weak (Romans 15:1). We need each other. So being better at 
discipleship means to be intentional in the discipleship process. 
The goal God gave us is maturity, and we this achieve together 
by being better at discipleship.

Caring is simply what it says. We must be better at caring 
one for another. Jesus described those making it into heaven as 
those that fed others, gave drink to others, and visited. Simply 
put, those that cared. Caring is continuing to serve those that 
are in a time of need. We do not just evangelize and disciple, we 
must also be better at taking care of people in times of need, so 
that we can complete the work of missions.

More
This is a measurement of how much God is involved in our 

life. Being more means having more of God in all we do. As 
Christians doing the work of missions, we do not have separate 
secular and sacred lives. We have only one life, and it must 
continually be fi lled with more of God. John the Baptist said 
it best: “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). 
To have more of God does mean there has to be less of us. 
However, when we develop bigger faith and we become better 
at evangelism, discipleship, and caring, then we will have more 
of God in everything we do. As we allow the Holy Spirit to be 
more in our life, we will fi nd that His care for each of us is much 
better than we can care for ourselves. Remember, He knows 
what we have need of even before we do.

To complete the work of missions, we need more of God in 
every aspect of our lives. We can fi nd more of God when we 
begin to develop bigger faith and become better at evangelism, 
discipleship, and caring. You see, it is not about us. It is about 
God and His precious creation – mankind. As we do the work 
of missions, we will fi nd peace, joy, and happiness when we 
become bigger, better, and more!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT

In September, I enjoyed getting to minister in several 
churches in the U.S. I attended the Joint Leadership Conference 
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. We had a great conference and 
were blessed by the ministry of Dr. Mark Williams.

I traveled to Belize and met with our new leader, Juan 
Martinez. I preached at the St. Matthews church, conducted a 
baptism service, and preached a service at a house church in 
the village of More Tomorrow.

In October, I made a trip to Honduras to participate in the 
50th Anniversary of the CHC in Honduras. All former and current 
superintendents were honored at a special dinner. The following 
evening, a service was held in Choloma, at which over 3,000 
were in attendance. 

I traveled to Honduras a second time for the Central 
American Leadership Conference. We had leaders from eight 
countries, with about 40 in total attendance. This was held at 
White Fields Missions, the ministry of Allen and Vicky Skelton. 
We were blessed to have Dr. Sam Chand as one of the speakers, 
along with several others. The conference was a great success.

Christmas shoeboxes and items for the West Virginia project 
are still coming in. More details will be given in the next report as 
to these ministry totals and outcomes.

Pictures on next page...
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SOUTH AMERICA MISSION
Written by Rev. Edimar Cordeiro
Continental Superintendent for South America

The CHC is currently present in the following 
countries of South America: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile, Guyana, Uruguay, Venezuela, and the island 
of Aruba. We currently have missions in Colombia, 
Ecuador, and Peru. L. M. Reese and Beverly Reese 
arrived in South America in 1972 on Brazilian soil . We 
joined forces with the CHC in several other countries, 
with thousands of churches around the world.

The second conference of South America, a program 
that we have every two years in a different country, was 
held in Aruba. A third conference will take place next 
year, at the request of our director of World Missions, 
Rev. Scotty Poole. Chile will be the host country, and it 
will take place October 25-27, 2019.

Our mission is to win the lost, both nationally and on 
other frontiers. The CHC is strong in all South American 
countries, and we ask for continued contributions and 
prayers. We are not afraid to go and carry the gospel 
to any region or any people. We have strong and 
encouraged leadership that are moving forward on this 
journey and will not stop until we hear the last trumpet 
sound.

I want to thank Sister Beverly Akin, who founded the 
church in Brazil. I would like to thank Dr. Hugh Skelton 
and his son, Rev. Allen Skelton, who are responsible for 
the education of the leadership of the church in Brazil. 
I also want to thank Bishop Ronald Wilson, Bishop 
Charles Hanson, and, fi nally, Rev. Scotty Poole, who is 
a friend and a great supporter of the church throughout 
South America.

SOUTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE
Written by Rev. Tirzo Kolfi n

 
The South American General Conference took place August 17-19 

on the beautiful island of Aruba. This conference was initially scheduled 
to be held in Venezuela in March; however, it was rescheduled upon 
request of the host country to be organized later in August on the island 
of Aruba.

Superintendents from Aruba, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, and Venezuela 
participated together with Bishop Charles Hanson and his U.S. 
delegation. The U.S. delegation attending this conference consisted of 
Bishop Ronald Wilson, World Missions Executive Director Rev. Scotty 
Poole, Rev. Poole’s wife Redenna, and their daughter. Also in attendance 
were Rev. Hugh Skelton, Rev. J. D. Sosebee, and his wife, Sarah 
Sosebee.

The conference was declared opened by Rev. Edgimar Cordeiro. 
During the opening ceremony, a young family came in representing all 
the families who attend a CH church. A CH member followed the family 
carrying the Bible. The bishop came in next carrying the CHC fl ag. Then 
a parade of fl ags marched in representing the South American countries, 
followed by the fl ag of the United States. The opening ceremony was 
well-attended, with close to 100 members present. 

The conference was highly successful, with many anointed worship 
services. 

The impact of the conference was felt by all that were present. The 
superintendents of the various countries presented their respective 
country’s progress and vision during the afternoon sessions. The evening 
services were fi lled with anointed preaching, calling the churches and 
leaders to be ready to pass on the responsibility of leadership and vision 
in the coming years.  

World Missions would like to recognize and thank God for the 
tremendous logistical work that was displayed by the local churches, 
led by the superintendent of Aruba, Rev. Tirzo Kolfi n, and his team, 
along with pastor Roell Tangco and his team, which took care of all who 
participated.

South American Conference in Aruba Baptism Service in Belize Home church service in More Tomorrow Belize

Honoring Superintendents of Honduras of the 
past 50 years

Central American Leadership Conference at 
White Feilds Mission in Honduras

Dr. Sam Chand teaching at Central America 
Leadership Conference.
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SAVE THE DATE
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FOR MORE INFO 770-228-4833 
CHWORLDMISSIONS@GMAIL.COM

PIRKLE CHC CAMPGROUND 
3990 FAYETTEVILLE, HWY 

GRIFFIN, GA. 30223 

1 7 - 1 8 - 1 9

7pm nightlyJANUARY  

When Jesus is Exalted!!!

Beth Stevens-Johnson  
Evangelist   
Thursday 

 

Billy Smith  
Pastor of Christ Chapel  

Friday  

James Dew  
Student Pastor   

New Haven Church  
Saturday   

Saturday   Student MinistryEmphasis
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Mission USA
Matthew Turner, Administrator

I will never forget when I gave my life to Christ. I was 11 years 
old when I visited a local church in my hometown to hear a man 
who preached the gospel using ventriloquism. I watched as 

the preacher introduced his puppet to us. The preacher used the 
puppet to share the gospel, and although I had heard how much 
Jesus loved me before, this night, His love became real for me. The 
preacher told me about how Christ came into the world to save me 
from my sin and how Jesus bled and died for me. How impossible 
it all seemed! However, there was such a tug at my heart that when 
the preacher gave the altar invitation, I had no choice but to go 
down to the altar and ask Jesus to forgive me. The most amazing 
thing took place: Jesus forgave me. Jesus broke down a barrier 
that sin had built around my heart and changed my life.

The birth of Christ was one of the greatest events to ever take 
place on this earth. It was God breaking down a barrier of 
impossibility to show and tell His people that He loves them very 
much. Have you ever thought about what had to take place for it to 
be possible for Christ to come into the world as He did? 

Paul said of Christ, “[He] made Himself of no reputation, taking 
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men” 
(Philippians 2:7, NKJV). Leading up to His birth, Christ made up 
His mind that it was time to leave His rightful place in Heaven and 
come into the world and break the silence. 

Paul mentions that Christ “made Himself of no reputation” 
(Philippians 2:7, NKJV). I have always been in awe of this fact. 
Christ used His great and endless power to hinder Himself, so 
that He could come into this world as fl esh. John said, “The Word 
became fl esh” (John 1:14, NKJV). Christ not only came into this 
world wrapped in fl esh, but He came as a helpless and innocent 
baby. Why would Jesus do this? Why would He hinder Himself, 
wrap Himself in fl esh, make Himself vulnerable, and subject 
Himself to pain? Why would Jesus go to such lengths to break 
down the barrier that existed between God and man? There is only 
one answer: HE LOVES US!

Jesus broke the silence that had existed between the books of 
Malachi and Matthew. Jesus broke down the barrier of the idea 
that God is far off in some distant existence. Jesus coming into 
the world was God shouting, “I LOVE YOU.” Jesus continued to 
break barriers through His earthly ministry. Jesus broke the barriers 
that existed in the religious world with healing on the Sabbath and 
forgiving a woman caught in adultery. And when Jesus died on the 
cross, the veil in the temple, the barrier between God and man, 
was torn apart (Matthew 27:50-51). 

In this Christmas and New Year season, be encouraged. God will 
break any and all barriers that exist in order to show His love and 
concern for you. He can break whatever barriers there may be 
to reach your lost loved one. He goes to extraordinary lengths to 
shower His love, grace, and mercy on His people. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from my family to yours.  

Breaking
  Barriers



Personal 
Commitments

 1. We will demonstrate our 
commitment to Christ through 
spiritual examples of holy 
living.

2. We will demonstrate 
our loyalty to God and our 
commitment to the body of 
Christ by good works, a godly 
walk and faithful stewardship.

3. We will only engage in 
activities that glorify God in our 
body and spirit.

4. We will read, watch and 
listen to that which provides 
for our spiritual edification. We 
will live in a manner so pleasing 
to God that it will inspire trust 
and confidence from others 
and manifest the spiritual 
image of Christ.

5. We will give priority to 
fulfilling family responsibilities, 
to preserving the sanctity of 
marriage, and maintaining the 
divine order of the home.

6. We will practice moderation 
in lawful things and abstinence 
in things that are offensive 
or which lead to addiction or 
enslavement.

7. We will follow the scriptural 
principles of modesty through 
our dress in a manner that 
will enhance our Christian 
testimony and will lend 
credence to our witness.

8. We will demonstrate our 
Christian commitment by 
fulfilling our obligation to 
society by being good citizens, 
by decrying social injustices 
and protecting the sanctity of 
life by speaking out against 
abortion and euthanasia.
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Men’s Ministries
Ronald Cook, Executive Director

John the Gospel-writer said of John the 
Baptist, “There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. The same came 

for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 
all men through him might believe. He was 
not that Light, but was sent to bear witness 
of that Light. That was the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world” 
(John 1:6-9).

Between the writings of Malachi, the 
prophet, and the book of Matthew, we 
fi nd about 400 years of silence or God 
not speaking. In Malachi’s day, the priests 
offering the sacrifi ces had become slack 
and unconcerned about God’s work, which 
we can compare to today’s society. Priests 
were offering animal sacrifi ces that were sick, 
lame, and dumb, rather than demanding the 
best from the people. Spiritual darkness had 
overtaken the people, and for this period, no 
voice was heard.

Then John the Baptist came, preaching, “I 
am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make straight the way of the Lord” (John 
1:23). John could not be described as a 
vibrant, charismatic speaker. Nowadays, 
we wouldn’t invite such a person to be our 
Sunday morning speaker. John seemed to 
be an outcast––wearing sheepskin clothing 
and coming from a desert place––but he was 
God’s voice for the hour. He said that he was 
not the Light, but he was sent to bear witness 
of the Light to come. Today, Jesus Christ is 
the light of the world, as the Gospel-writer 
said: “In Him was life; and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; 
and the darkness comprehended it not” (John 
1:4-5). After Jesus went away, He said we 
would be the light of the world, so let your 
lights shine and break every barrier of silence 
to proclaim, as John did, that Jesus is our 
soon-coming King!

 “In him was life; 
and the life was 
the light of men” 

John 1:4

LET THE TRUE LIGHT SHINE

–Ronald Cook



The Gospel Messenger  |  Page 11

Royal Rangers
Brian Willingham, National Commander

My mom was always a hard worker. She was loving, kind, 
and encouraging. I still count on my mother – even 
today. However, a boy NEEDS a father – someone who 

can teach him how to be a man. Unfortunately, I didn’t have that 
type of father in my life.

Thinking back about my earthly father, I remember how afraid 
I was to catch him in the wrong mood. I constantly feared his 
anger. When my dad started doing drugs, things got even worse. 
I tried to avoid him as much as possible in order to avoid those 
unpleasant confrontations.

My boyhood was somewhat sad. My father never took me 
camping or hunting. He never said things like “Good job, buddy!” 
or “I’m proud of you!” Instead, I heard words like “No, you can’t 
do that!” or “I’m busy. Not today!” I reached a point where I rarely 
talked to him at all.

I do have two good memories of my father. The fi rst happened 
one Saturday morning, when my friend Wray and I were watching 
a wrestling match on TV. My father playfully wrestled both Wray 
and me to the fl oor. We tussled for what seemed like forever. I 
remember how fun that day was.

The other positive memory I have comes from a diffi cult time 
in my life. At age 9, I was diagnosed with Ewing’s sarcoma – a 
form of cancer doctors said was unbeatable. After two years of 
chemotherapy and radiation, I was frequently fevered. Whenever 
I ran fevers, my blood count would drop, and I was rushed to the 
hospital for emergency care. This frightened my father, and for 
the fi rst time in my life, he picked me up and held me. He rocked 
me until I was carried to the hospital. He begged God to spare his 
baby as he held me tightly in his arms. Here I was, 12 years old, 
feeling my father’s love for the fi rst time. For once, I felt safe. No 
matter what happened, daddy would take care of me.

Sadly, this feeling did not last. A year later, near my thirteenth 
birthday, God miraculously healed me from cancer. It seemed 
life would return to normal. Instead, my father’s addiction to 
prescription drugs grew worse. For over three years, I had lived 
mostly in the hospital. I had no idea how bad the drug abuse 
had gotten. My brothers said I was fortunate, since my sickness 
provided an escape from my father’s temper. 

 By the fall of 1995, I was 14 years old and cancer-free. It was 
cancer that fi rst introduced me to Holiness, when God led a Spirit-
fi lled lady to visit me and pray for my healing. One September day, 
as I prepared to spend the afternoon with friends, I felt compelled 
to tell my dad that I loved him. I looked at him, told him I loved 
him, and headed out the door.

When I arrived home later, I walked through the door and saw 
my dad passed out in his chair. Not an unusual sight – only, this 
time, something was different. After a closer look, I realized my 
daddy was dead. My father’s death was a confusing season of my 
life. I was not sure whether to be sad because I had lost my father 
or happy because I would no longer be subjected to his angry 
outbursts. As I stood beside his grave, I silently vowed to never be 
like him.  

Satan must have heard me, for he placed many stumbling 
blocks in my path. Between the ages of 14 and 25, I found myself 
becoming the man I promised never to be. Soon, my oldest 
brother was also following my father’s path of addiction, and the 
week before Christmas 2005, I found my brother dead also.

The Royal Rangers team would like to wish each of you a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. As you celebrate 
the birth of our Savior, consider the words of Commander 
Bobby Muncy (Lead Commander, Outpost 58) below.

Suddenly, I could no longer cope with all the tragedies I had 
endured. Shaken to the core, I lived in constant fear that I would die 
a young man. For six years, I was engulfed by this fear. Finally, on 
September 27, 2012, I found myself battling for my life – a battle I 
was losing! Suffering a severe panic attack, I called my mother and 
uttered the best words I ever said: “Go get the man of God! I need 
to be saved!” Although I had given my heart to God before, it was 
on this night that I surrendered my life to Jesus for good!

Since that night, I am becoming the man I always wanted to be. 
I found a Heavenly Father that will never forsake me. I have felt His 
loving arms embrace me and squeeze away the pain of my past.

As I have grown in grace, God has burdened my heart for my 
community. Under my pastor’s leadership, I have brought children 
to church by van-loads! Many of the boys on my van each Sunday 
are just like I was: fatherless, hurting, and confused.

  Today, I encourage these young men with words like “Good 
job!” “You can do all things!” and “With God, all things are 
possible.”

Royal Rangers has provided me the vehicle to speak into these 
young lives. Through Royal Rangers, I infl uence young men by 
teaching them God’s Word and life skills to use down the road!

That’s why I love this ministry! We are changing lives for the 
better! 

– Commander Bobby Muncy

PHOTOS TOP TO BOTTOM:
1. Boys and Adult Leaders In 

Attendance at Camporee
2. Council Fire Time by the Lake
3. Worship Time -The Best Part of Any 

Royal Rander Event
4. Commander Bobby Muncy
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Women’s Ministries
Wanda Murray, Executive Director

THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD
An angel, a young man about to be married, the young girl who was to marry him, a baby in a manger, shepherds, 

and three wise men witnessed the greatest story ever told so long ago. This story broke God’s silence to mankind.
Do you think there has ever been a period of silence in the church world? If so, it is time we take the greatest 

story ever told and break the silence of the church. We need to stand fi rm on what we believe, not be intimidated by the 
devil, be bold yet meek, be strong yet humble, and be wise not arrogant. These characteristics were ever-present in the 
life of Christ, and the Word teaches us that Christ is our example (see 1 Peter 2:21). Let us tell the greatest story ever told 
to our family, our friends, and then everyone we meet. This will break the silence of the Church.

This has been a busy year for me. In April, I was privileged to attend the Leeds CHC for the annual WM Day. The 
service had such a spirit of freedom; the decorations and food were fabulous; and all the ladies were so gracious and 
kind. In July, I attended the North Georgia WM Day at camp meeting. The choir was phenomenal, and Sister Franklin 
bought a word that everyone should have heard. Then, in August, Sister Brenda Surrency, Sister Kristine Smith, Sister 
Katlyn Perry, and I had the most wonderful trip to Guatemala. I wish I could explain the powerful services we were 
privileged to attend. We were treated like royalty, and the ladies were so kind to us. In September, we were off to Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee, to the leadership conference, which was awesome. My next stop was the Central Georgia WM Fall 
Retreat. At this retreat, God showed up powerfully. Sister Anna York and her board did an excellent job of organizing this 
retreat.

Let me take this time to say how much I appreciate all the ladies of the Congregational Holiness Church. You are truly a 
blessing, and I pray that you and your families will have the most wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday season  ever!

Save the Date

Under His Wings
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Missionettes
Tonya Cook, Director

THE IN 
BETWEEN
Many times in our lives, we have 

seasons when we feel we’re walking 
hand in hand with God, yet in other 
seasons, He seems so far away. 
Seasons in our walk with God 
can be compared with s easons 
of nature. At times, such as in the 
stillness and darkness of winter, we 
can feel like we’re walking alone, 
but as the winter fades and spring 
begins to come forth with new life 
and beautiful color, it seems all 
that was lost in winter is being fully 
restored.

Taking this into consideration in 
our spiritual lives, we must realize 
that sometimes things have to 

die in our lives in order for God to 
bring new life again. In a sense, 
this refreshes our ability to hear His 
voice.

In the Bible, at the end of Malachi, 
His people didn’t hear His voice for 
400 years. Then He sent them not 
only a word but a Redeemer: our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, who restored 
the relationship between God and 
man. So, in the times of silence in 
our lives, I pray the Lord will help 
us not grow weary and enable 
us to wait to hear His voice. With 
every changing season, God can 
still speak, and the silence may be 
broken. 

Recently, on a Women’s Ministries 
trip to Virginia, I was privileged to 
witness the changing of the seasons 
as the trees began to show their 
vibrant colors. Some had begun 

to shed their leaves, which fell 
and scattered on the ground, thus 
signaling the arrival of yet another 
season on the horizon. Special 
thanks to the Shawsville CHC for 
hosting the Women’s Ministry revival 
and retreat, all the churches who 
supported it, and Sister Tammy 
Palmer for all her hard work in the 
Virginia district. It was a joy to be 
with them and participate in this 
wonderful retreat. 

No matter what season of life you 
fi nd yourself in at this very moment, 
keep holding on because seasons 
always change, and God always 
hears and understands. He will 
break the silence you may feel in 
your life and make all things new 
once again!
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Heart to Heart
Susan Hanson, Ministers’ Wives Director

If I could take up several pages of this magazine, I would love to 
tell you all about how God brought Matt and me together. It was 
prophetic and incredible. There were never any doubts we were 

meant to be, and  in August of 2010, we married at the North Alabama 
District Campground. Four months later, God surprised us, and Matt 
began pastoring at Piedmont CH Church. We were young newlyweds 
now pastoring. Years fl ew by, and I refl ect on experiences and things 
we learned. It was during much of this time that I faced the hardest 
trials of my life.

At age 17, I received a health diagnosis I feared would affect my 
dreams of a family. However, I brushed off the worries because of 
my age, and I naively thought it would not affect me. Matt and I both 
always agreed we wanted several children, and we wanted to start 
our family soon. “Soon” took a lot longer than we expected. During 
those years of waiting, there were innumerable prayers sent up by us 
and others. I cannot count the times we went up for special prayer 
or the times we spent praying alone. I could not understand amid the 
pain what was wrong. Honestly, I became angry. 

This issue’s “Heart-to-Heart” features a young woman, Anna Turner, who is the wife of the newly appointed Mission 
USA director, Matthew Turner. Anna is a talented woman of God and is the mother of 2-year-old Elia, who keeps her 
busy. I know you will enjoy reading her article.

I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May God bless you during this wonderful 
time of the year. 

–Susan

I constantly had dialogue with God. Many 
questions came out, but I could not receive 
the answers. As a pastor’s wife, I dedicated 
my life to the ministry. I did everything in 
my power to serve the Lord as best I could. 
My greatest and most persistent question 
to God became “How can you not answer 
our prayer when we do so much for you?” 
Writing it down makes it sound so brash, 
but after years of waiting on an answer to 
prayer, I was so frustrated. But God was 
patient. He showed me grace, listened to 
my questions, and sent me encouragement. 

A few months into 2016, I began reading 
a book about prayer. I prayed and tried my 
best to trust God. Our hearts were aching 
together because we were nearing what we 
felt like would be the last time I would take 
medication for a while. The monthly roller 
coaster was too much, and we needed a 
break. I still did not have an answer to my 
questions, and I felt as though God was 
silent. I continued being faithful to His work 
and put my trust in Him. The last month of 
medication worked. In June 2016, we found 
out we were expecting, and on February 27, 
2017, Elia Kate was born. Our prayers were 
answered. 

Refl ecting on those years and the 
heartache, I realize what I had forgotten. 
I was expecting an exchange. Do good 
work for the Lord, and then He will answer 
my prayers. I wasn’t working for Him just 
because He was my Savior; I was expecting 
benefi ts. I forgot about His omniscience. 
I forgot to be thankful for His mercy and 
grace providing me salvation. I forgot that 
salvation is enough, and if another one 
of my prayers were never answered, it 
would still be enough. I forgot that I am 
undeserving, but He makes me worthy. I 
now remember every day, as I look at a 
blue-eyed, curly-haired little girl, that He 
is merciful despite my faults, and He still 
answers prayers.



The Gospel Messenger  |  Page 15

Youth
Rebekah Inman

Am I the only one who thinks Read receipts – the 
tiny text messaging feature that lets folks know 
whether or not a message has been looked at – 

are a blessing and a curse? If I’m letting a friend know 
about plans changing, but my message doesn’t merit 
any real response, it’s encouraging to see that they have 
read what I sent. Then there are the other times. You 
know which times I’m talking about. I’ve composed a 
carefully thought-out but risky message, I’ve built up the 
boldness to press send, and then I check to see if there’s 
a response… There’s the Read receipt. I know that they’ve 
opened it, but they haven’t replied. You’ve been left on 
read.

Now imagine being left on read when you’re reaching 
out to God. You’re praying, but it seems like the words 
are dropping lifeless on the fl oor in front of yo u. You’re 
searching for direction in your diffi cult situations, and 
you know that God hears you! But if God really hears, 
then why is there no answer? Maybe you’ve felt this way 
before. 

When we don’t get a response, we start to experience 
doubt and discouragement. Whether it’s a friend we’re 
texting or the God we’re praying to, it can be hard to 

endure the season of silence. The truth is that you and I 
both live in the in-between. Like the people of God who 
waited hundreds of years for the promised Savior, we 
await the reconciliation of heaven and earth that is to 
come. We ache for our loved ones who are missing from 
our family Christmas dinners, and we long for Christlike 
justice in the world around us. We have received the 
promise, but we encounter that deafening silence of God 
far more often than we’d probably admit. 

I want to remind you that the season of doubt and 
discouragement never removes you from the love and 
purpose of God. When you feel like the divine, redemptive 
ear has turned away, God’s greatest gift may be right 
around the corner. And even when it’s not, we still have 
the blessed hope that one day, our Savior will make all 
things right. In the meantime, you’ve been commissioned 
by God to bring a tiny taste of that restoration to the 
world around you. Don’t be discouraged in what you are 
doing for God, because it has an eternal purpose! Be 
courageous when you don’t get an immediate answer. 
We often need God’s presence much more than we need 
a response. As C. S. Lewis said, “I know now, Lord, why 
You utter no answer. You are Yourself the answer.”
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DECEMBER 

 1 North Alabama Dist. 
  Christmas Banquet

  Florida Dist. Pastors’ 
  Banquet – Odom

 6 West Carolina Dist. 
  Christmas Banquet – 
  Upper Dist. 

 7 Pearl Harbor Day

  North Georgia Dist. 
  Christmas Banquet

  Florida Dist. Pastors’ 
  Banquet  – Glen St. Mary

 11 West Carolina Dist. 
  Christmas Banquet – 
  Rockingham

 13 West Carolina Dist. 
  Christmas Banquet – 
  Lower Dist. 

 21 First Day of Winter

 24 Christmas Eve

 25 Christmas Day

 31 New Year’s Eve

JANUARY 
Bible Literacy Month

 1 New Year’s Day

 5 South Alabama Dist. 
  Conference

 12 East Carolina Dist. Home 
  Missions Rally

  Florida Dist. Conference – 
  Glen St. Mary

 17-19 General World Missions 
  Revival – Griffi n, GA

 19 West Carolina Dist. 
  Conference

  Central Georgia Dist. 
  Conference

  North Georgia Dist. 
  Conference

 20 Sanctity of Human Life 
  Sunday

 21 MLK Jr. Day

 25-27 North Georgia Dist. Winter 
  Renewal – Gatlinburg, TN

 26 North Alabama Dist. 
  Conference

FEBRUARY 
CHC Heritage Month

 2 North Alabama Dist. 
  Youth Rally

 3-11 General World Missions 
  Israel Ministry Trip

 4-8 Florida Dist. Homecoming – 
  Odom

 9 East Carolina Dist. 
  Conference

 14 Valentine’s Day

 17 East Carolina Dist. Men’s 
  Ministries Offering Day

 18 Presidents’ Day

 24-25 Florida Dist. Homecoming – 
  Glen St. Mary

2018/2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SPECIAL DAYS

RECOGNIZE YOUR NEED. The Bible 
says, “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
You must recognize that you are a 
sinner in need of the Savior.

REPENT OF YOUR SINS. God is holy 
and our sin separates us from Him. 
By confessing, you are agreeing with 
God that you are a sinner. Repentance 
means that you will turn away from 
your sins. The promise of the Bible is, 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9).

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST. Your sins 
have been paid for by the Savior. You 
could never be good enough to earn 
Heaven. God requires your faith. The 
Bible says, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16).

RECEIVE THE SALVATION OF THE 
LORD. It is God’s free gift to us, but 
it must be accepted. Jesus died for 
your sins and rose from the grave 
for your new life. His promise is, 
“as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his 
name” (John 1:12).

CONFESS YOUR FAITH. Blessed 
assurance is yours, “That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved” 
(Romans 10:9). Now that you have 
been born again into the family of 
God, tell somebody what Jesus has 
done for you!

HOW DO I 
GET SAVED?
Let Us Help You Get 
Right with God

Connecting the Body

@chc1921
Follow us on social media and stay connected with

what is happening across our denomination. 


