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In His high priestly prayer in John 17:11, 
Jesus prayed that His disciples would be 
“one,” even as He and God are one. That 

leads me to ask, have you ever heard the 
expression “one big happy family,” or have 
you ever wondered why we use the terms 
“brother” or “sister”? In Ephesians 3:15, Paul 
uses the phrase “of whom the whole family 
in heaven and earth is named” in relation 
to the Lord. He then reminds us that we can 
“be strengthened … by His Spirit in the inner 
man [so] Christ may dwell in [our] hearts by 
faith,” and we may be rooted and grounded in 
love by faith. 

Family is love and, being raised in a large, 
loving family, I learned some things that 
enabled me to understand the importance 
of the Church family. As a child, I came to 
understand that we were all loved equally, 
and we all had a place at the table. I learned 
that as I, individually, had a need, it was 
almost as if I were the only child; however, 

Bishop Charles Hanson

Bishop Charles Hanson serves as 
the general superintendent of the 
Congregational Holiness Church.

1.  There is but One living and true God, the 
great Creator, and there are three Persons 
in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. Genesis 1:1-27; Matthew 
28:19; 1st John 5:7.

2.  We believe the Holy Bible to be the 
inspired Word of God. 2nd Timothy 3:16; 
2nd Peter 1:20, 21.

3.  We believe we are justified when we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus Christ. 
Mark 1:15; Acts 13:38-39; Romans 5:1.

4.  We believe Sanctification to be a definite 
work of grace subsequent to Salvation. St. 
John 15:2, 17:16, 17; Ephesians 5:25-27; 1st 
John 1:9.

5.  We believe in the Baptism with the Holy 
Ghost, and speaking in other tongues 
as the Spirit gives utterance to be the 
initiatory evidence of this experience. Acts 
2:4, 19:6, 10:44-46. Since the Spirit gives 
the utterance when one is baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, we reject the teaching 
that one who has received the Baptism 
of the Holy Ghost can speak in tongues 
at will, without the Spirit prompting the 
utterance.

6.  We believe in divine healing for the body. 
Acts 3:2-12, 9:32-43, 5:15, 16; James 5:14. We 
do not condemn medical science.

7.  We believe every gift we receive from God, 
including divine healing, comes through 
the merits of the atonement. Romans 5:11; 
James 1:16-17.

8.  We believe in the operation of the nine 
Gifts of the Spirit. We also believe in the 
manifestation of the nine Fruit of the 
Spirit and recognize that these should be 
present in the life of every believer. 1st 
Corinthians 12:1-12; Galatians 5:22-23.

9. We believe in the imminent rapture of the 
church, and the personal, pre-millennial 
Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Acts 1:10, 11; 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18; 
Revelation 1:7.

10. We, as a church, believe in the eternal 
redemption of all saints who are faithful 
to the end. Matthew 24:13; Revelation 2:10. 
We reject the theory of “once in grace 
always in grace” regardless of conduct. 1st 
Corinthians 10:12; Galatians 5:4.

11. We believe all who die out of Christ will 
be punished eternally, but those who die 
in Him shall share in His glory forever.  
Daniel 12:2; Matthew 24:46; St. John 5:29; 
Jude 7.

12. We believe the Bride of Christ is 
composed of the entire spiritual church. 
1st Corinthians 12:25; 2nd Corinthians 11:2; 
Galatians 3:28, 29; Ephesians 4:16, 5:23-33; 
Revelation 19:7, 8.

13. We believe in the sacredness of marriage 
between one man and one woman. We 
promote commitment to strong family 
values.  Ephesians 5:31-33, 6:1-4; Hebrews 
13:4; Matthew 19:5; Leviticus 18:22; Genesis 
2:24.

14. We require all our ministers to speak the 
same thing and that there be no division 
among us in doctrine concerning our 
Articles of Faith. 1st Corinthians 1:10.

Articles of Faith I knew Mother would do the same for any of us. I have heard people say, “I 
feel as if God is better to me than anyone in the world.” There are times when 
it seems that way, because of God’s love. But, as that old song goes, “It is no 
secret what God can do; what He’s done for others, He will do for you!”

Forty-two years ago, Susan and I started as youth pastors at Nances Creek 
Church in North Alabama. The kids we worked with became our family. Two 
years later, we accepted our first church as pastors, which would lead us to 
thirty years as pastors at three different churches. Now our family is larger!

As it continued to extend, as we served as Central Georgia District 
superintendent, general World Missions director and now as general 
superintendent, we were made to understand that we are a part of the family 
of God. Never realizing where our journey with God would lead us, we can 
truly say the sky is the limit, if we are willing to be used by God. I understand 
and believe that everyone that accepts Christ becomes a part of God’s family, 
and I know also that the Congregational Holiness Church is a family within 
the family of God. Whether we are a small family of twenty-five (church) 
or a large family of nine hundred (church), we are important in His sight. 
I’m thankful I’m a part of God’s family! We are a family made up of many 
churches from many nations and many ethic groups, with one common goal: 
to evangelize the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

How are we going to accomplish our mission of being a part of 
evangelizing the world? We will do this by looking back to the way the early 
Church did it following the day of Pentecost, as they left the upper room 
baptized and filled with the Holy Ghost. By the turn of the first century, they 
had evangelized the entire known world. They were able to do this because 
Acts 2:1 says, “They were all with one accord in one place.” 

We know that families may not always agree on everything, but it seems 
as if the strength of great families is that they always find that common thread 
that causes them to be what they are. In John 17:17, Jesus says, “Sanctify them 
through thy word: thy word is truth.” In John 14, Jesus promised that He and 
the Father would send the Holy Spirit. He says in 14:12, “He that believeth on 
me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall 
he do; because I go unto my Father.” Let’s remember that Jesus was God’s gift 
to the world (John 3:16), and the Holy Spirit was God and Jesus’ gift to the 
Church to enable us to fulfill the Great Commission He gave us in Matthew 
28. I love what I recently heard my friend Bishop Tim Hill say: “The Holy Spirit 
was given not just for our enjoyment but for our employment!” It is wonderful 
to enjoy the Holy Spirit, but we must understand the value of the power that 
the Holy Spirit gives to help us accomplish our mission, with one common 
goal: to evangelize and make disciples around the world with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

As I am writing this article, we are getting ready to prepare a video with 
different ministers stating our fourteen Articles of Faith. These statements of 
faith are the foundation of our denomination and what our Church family 
stand upon, based on the word of God. We are a family made up of many 
churches, with a common goal to evangelize and make disciples around the 
world. We will do it understanding that we will accomplish this mission by 
the power of the Holy Ghost. I love how the words of these songs go:  “Getting 
Used to the Family of God” and “I’m So Glad I’m a Part of the Family of God!”

One Family, 
One Mission

The Congregational 
Holiness Church is a family 
within the family of God.
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Rev. Scotty Poole

Scotty Poole serves as the World 
Missions executive director for the 
Congregational Holiness Church.

In January I visited our church in San Luis and Santiago, Cuba. I was privileged to get 
to help with a baptism service in the first CH church established outside of the U.S., 
which is an active, vibrant and growing church. What an honor to be a part of such 

a special service! Also, while there, we visited several house churches. These are simply 
people’s homes that they have opened to become a church. As they grow in number, they 
outgrow their place of meeting. At this point, a group from the church will find another 
home to meet in and begin another house church. One house church we visited has 
established five other house churches from their congregation and is now planting one in 
a village 57 kilometers away.

It may seem strange to us in the U.S. to have church in such a manner, but this was 
birthed out of necessity, rather than choice. The difference between Cuba and the U.S. 
is the freedom to start and build a church as God leads. There is much more control on 
the people of Cuba in building churches, so they adapted by starting house churches. It’s 
amazing that rather than stopping their mission to spread and share the gospel when they 
faced seemingly overwhelming obstacles, they chose to find ways around the obstacles. 
From the founding of the church in Cuba in 1955 until the CHC missionaries Hugh and 

It started with one!

Picture of the first church established outside 
of the United States in Santiago, Cuba. Louise Skelton had to leave in 1960, the church grew. From 1960 until 

the early ’90s, the CHC in Cuba had no interaction with the CHC in the 
U.S., but it still grew. We are now getting more opportunities to be a 
part of what they are doing in Cuba.

Hugh Skelton said that he asked God to allow him to see at least 
100 CH churches outside of the U.S. before he died. Hugh is now 
89 years young and can say he has seen 
thousands upon thousands of CH 
churches established in over 30 
countries throughout the world.  
But it began with one church 
in Cuba. Even with all the 
struggles in the early days 
and the struggles the Cuban 
churches face from within 
their country, they never 
gave up and they trusted 
God to bless the work of their 
faith and hands. The Bible says 
not to despise small beginnings 
(Zech. 4:10). We should never look at 
what we are doing in the moment as the 
definition of what God wants to do with us. Otherwise, 
what we are currently doing will be as far as we will go. 
CH World Missions could have been a few churches in one country, 
but because of the faithfulness of God and of the men and women 
willing to serve, we are many churches in many countries.  But we 
must never forget that it all began with one church in one country. Out 
of one, many were born.

Executive Director’s 
Report

In November, we continued collecting Christmas 
Shoeboxes and food for West Virginia. Because of the 
likelihood of inclement weather, the West Virginia 
mission was only attended by a few of our churches, 
but it was a great success with over 300 families being 
served food and the gospel.

In December, I traveled to Fortaleza, Brazil, with 
Hugh and Allen Skelton to help minister in the Ceará 
Leadership Conference, led by Rev. Edimar Cordeiro, 
the South American continent representative and the 
superintendent of Brazil.  In this conference, over 200 
leaders earned their certificate for leadership training. 
Many were licensed and ordained as CHC ministers 
in Brazil. A charge to carry the gospel was given to 
these, and they were sent forth in prayer. 

Once back in the States, Antonio Gonzalez and 
Eliud Pena traveled to Griffin to drive the Christmas 
Shoeboxes to our churches in Nuevo Laredo and 
Reynosa, Mexico. We sent over 3,000 shoeboxes to 
Mexico and West Virginia. Pastor Antonio reported 
over 20 salvations at his church’s shoebox distribution.

I also visited with the superintendent of Mexico 
and Central America representative and his wife, Jose 
and Mary Rubio, in McAllen, Texas, after Christmas. I 
was able to visit with pastors from Nuevo Laredo and 
Reynosa, Mexico, on this trip.

 In January, I went to Morelia, Mexico, with Wayne 
Hicks, JD Sosbee, Lanier Martin and Don Del Nero. 
We participated in a pastor’s conference as well as 
preaching in several churches in the area. Pastor Elias 
Magana and his family served as our hosts on this trip.  

We hosted the first Mission of Missions Revival at 
Pirkle Campground. This was a time of direction and 
worship. The ministers were Beth Stephens-Johnson, 
Billy Smith and James Dew.

To close January, I traveled to Cuba with Bishop 
Hanson, Bobby Griffin, Curtis Gilreath, Jerry Shook 
and Tirzo Kolfin of Aruba, who joined us to serve 
as interpreter. 
Arriving home 
Thursday evening, 
I left on Friday to 
attend the North 
Georgia District 
Winter Renewal 
in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee, 
where I was 
able to promote 
our missionary 
internship 
program and our 
SmYle summer 
student mission 
trip to Honduras.

“Out of one, 
many were 

born.”
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SERVING THE LORD
from El Salvador to Virginia

The story of Pastor Marvin Sosa

I was born in El Salvador, a small country in Central America that I believe has always needed God. At 
the same time, however, those who know God are so incredibly passionate about sharing His Word that 
even those in prison and in gangs have been reached, and even though I was not in a prison cell, I am 

still thankful there were people passionate enough about sharing the gospel that I am now able to say I 
know Jesus.

Aside from my daily routine of going to school and trying to make my parents proud with my grades like 
any other boy my age, one of the first things I did that helped shape me into who I am today was studying 
music at the age of 14. Music is something I fell completely in love with from the very beginning. Every 
note, every beat, every story behind a song: I loved it all. Little did I know, however, that this love of music 
would only deepen when I met the Lord.

Two years later, at the age of 16, I remember sitting outside my house and hearing music and preaching. 
There was a crusade being held near my house, and it was there that I came to know God and surrendered 
it all to Him. June 28, 1989, was, is and always will be the most important date of my life—the day I met 
Jesus. From this moment on, everything changed. Every aspect of my life was different—it was better. I 
began serving God with a passion I had never known. I was involved with the church. I was present at 
every church event helping, and before I knew it, the church became my home. I was there 24/7, and I truly 
found myself there.

My first pastor saw something special 
in me and gave me the opportunity to 
begin preaching at every other service. I 
quickly found myself growing more and 
more inside the church, and I soon began 
serving as deacon, a little later as youth 
pastor and, finally, as co-pastor.

While serving in the church, I began 
making other friends my age who were 
also extremely passionate about music 
and the Lord. We connected instantly 
and, a few months later, formed a 
band that would not only play at the 
church but would also be asked to play 
in several different areas around the 
country sharing the Word to hundreds of 
others who needed God in El Salvador, 
Honduras and Nicaragua.

In 1999, I received my legal 
documentation to come into this 
country, but I waited because my wife 
and daughter did not have theirs yet. In 
September of 2004, we all received our 
permanent residency, and after a while 
of praying, we felt it was time to come to 
this country and see what God wanted 
to do with us in a new place. We lived 
in California for two years, where I also 
served as a preacher and worship team 
leader, and then God called us to come 
to Virginia. Once we were moved in, we 
found a local church, where I had the 
enormous blessing of meeting Pastor 
Melquisedec Zepeda, who has worked 
hand in hand with Pastor Jose Rubio in 
the CHC for years and has been one of the 
people who has shown the most love and 
support for my family and me from the 
moment we met. After a few months, the 
Lord spoke to Pastor Mel and told him He 
wanted me to begin serving as a pastor.

During this time, we were part of a 
church in northern Virginia that was also 
part of the CHC, and I was serving as the 
worship team leader. Ever since I began 
serving more in the church in El Salvador, 
I had felt that passion for pastoring, and I 
hoped that one day God would call me to 
do so. I recall going to church one evening 
to set up for an event we were having and 
hearing Pastor Mel tell the head pastor of 
the church at the time to start looking for 
another worship team leader because the 
Lord had spoken to him and had told him 
I would begin serving as a pastor soon.

Just as the Lord had said, in January 
of 2008, we opened our first church in 
Manassas, Virginia, Iglesia Cristiana 
Palabra Luz y Vida. We served for a few 
years and spread the Word of God to 

every lost soul we came across. The Lord 
did great and marvelous things through 
that church and that community.

A few years later, however, God 
moved my wife, my two daughters and 
me to Richmond, Virginia, and we began 
supporting another Hispanic church 
that later became part of the CHC. About 
two years later, the Lord showed me a 
tremendous need for a Hispanic church 
in South Boston, Virginia, and after about 
two years of praying, we opened the first 
Hispanic church in the town of South 
Boston on October 30, 2010—Iglesia 
Cristiana Casa del Alfarero—The Potter’s 
House.

To this day, the Lord continues to do 
great and mighty things through Casa 
del Alfarero. Many souls have been saved 
throughout the years. All some of them 
have had to do is walk past the church 
while the worship team is ministering, 
and they cannot help but walk through 
those doors and get to know their Creator.

I have been serving in the CHC 
for about twelve years, and I had the 
enormous blessing of becoming Home 
Missions director a little over two 
years ago at the District Conference in 
Shawsville, Virginia. Throughout these 
twelve or so years, I have translated 
documents or messages in special events 
and helped with music with several 
churches in the district, and I think 
that this has helped me become more 
familiar with the CHC team and other 
duties. I also have brother Danny Jones 
to thank for this because he served as an 
excellent role model for me when I first 
became part of the CHC, and I believe his 
example has pushed me to become better 
and to want to serve more. Of course, 
none of this would have been possible 
without the love and support from my 
beautiful wife, Sara, and my two lovely 
daughters, Nicole and Valerie, who have 
been with me through all the ups and 
downs and have also shown me their love 
and appreciation for the CHC. 

The Congregational Holiness Church 
means the world to me. It has felt like a 
home, like a family, and I could not even 
attempt to explain the immense love 
and gratitude I have for the CHC and the 
CHC family. I have had the opportunity 
to know and become great friends with 
incredible men and women of God like 
brothers Gary Shepherd, Mark Boyd, 
Eddie Gallimore, Chris Holmes, their 
families and so many others. They have 

all been there when I have needed a hand 
or a shoulder to cry on, and my family 
and I are so incredibly lucky to have them 
as part of our lives. I believe the Hispanic 
community is extremely fortunate to 
have the CHC, as well. It is such an 
amazing and inviting team, and I think 
the Lord will continue to do great and 
mighty things through the CHC to save 
thousands and thousands of lost souls. I 
have been told by so many individuals of 
the Hispanic community that one of the 
things they love most about the CHC is 
that sense of camaraderie and friendship 
that is always so present. I think that 
one thing the Hispanic community truly 
needs right now is to feel welcome, to feel 
accepted and to feel truly loved, and that 
is something the CHC has always done.

We are all one big family. There is 
this bond, this connection, so strong 
that unites us all, and that bond is love, 
and this love has a name—Jesus. I truly 
believe that together we can reach so 
many things. As I heard someone once 
say, “The only way it is possible to have 
one mind is to have the mind of God 
derived from the unity of the Spirit of 
God, a unity which comes only when 
believers find the will of God and give 
themselves unselfishly and unstintingly 
to its fulfillment.”

“La única manera en que es posible 
tener una mente es tener la mente de 
Dios derivada de la unidad del Espíritu de 
Dios, una unidad que viene sólo cuando 
los creyentes encuentran la voluntad 
de Dios y se dan desinteresadamente e 
inconscientemente a su cumplimiento.”

Sara, Nicole, Valerie and Pastor Sosa
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Rev. Matthew Turner

The Turner family: Matthew, 
Anna & Elia. Matthew serves the 
Congregational Holiness Church as 
the Mission USA director.

Growing up, family reunions came often. People from many different places would 
gather on a farm that was cut in two by a shallow creek. The reunions were attended 
by people who were different in many ways. There were those who were elderly and 

those who were young. There were those to whom life had been kind and those who had been 
through many difficult situations. As a young boy, there were many who I had never met before. 
However, there was one commonality among all who were there: we all were family. No matter 
how different I may have been from those who were in attendance, my genetics connected me 
to them.

In the world we live in today, there are many ways that we divide ourselves. We divide 
ourselves in dozens of different demographic categories. We divide ourselves by our 
economic status, by our gifting and by our political views. However, while these divisions are 
present, there is one truth that we cannot be divided on: we are all family. When God created 
humankind, He bestowed a gift upon man that no other creation can boast. God gave us His 
image. God said, “Let us make mankind in our image” (Gen. 1:26, NIV). We are image bearers 
of our Heavenly Father. This image establishes our value and validates our existence. We are 
intrinsically made this way. This image given to us connects us all like the genetics in our DNA. 
We all are a part of the family of God. 

We, as Christians, must see people correctly. My neighbor is not my enemy. My neighbor 
may be of a different color, political belief, social status or religious background, but my 
neighbor is not my enemy. Jesus told a story to prove this point. A man, who we assume was 
a Jewish man, left Jerusalem and went to Jericho. While on his journey, he was attacked by 
robbers who nearly killed him. When two Jewish followers, a priest and a Levite, saw him, they 
quickly ignored his condition and went on their way. However, a Samaritan passed by and 
saw the wounded man. What is interesting is the Samaritan man did not quiz him about his 
political, religious or social beliefs. Rather, the Samaritan man did something spectacular. He 
saw a person in need, and he helped him. The Samaritan saw a person he could help, rather 
than the great difference that Jews had with Samaritans. Through this story, Jesus pointed out 
that everyone is our neighbor and we must see them correctly. We must see them correctly, so 
that we can reach the lost. 

We are all one family created equally under the sovereign grace of God. 

SEEING 
People 

Correctly
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Mary and I have worked 
with the Congregational 
Holiness Church for 

more than fifty years. We have 
had a vision for many years to 
see a Congregational Holiness 
Hispanic Church established in 
each state of the United States. 
We continue to work hard to see 
this dream become a reality. For 
the last twenty years, my wife and 
I have worked with the Hispanic 
Conference in the United States, 
and we have seen God open 
many doors. Currently, the 
Congregational Holiness Church 
has fifty Hispanic churches in 
fifteen states. We are laboring 
to establish churches in the remaining thirty-five states. I believe that 
with God, nothing is impossible, and we will see God do mighty things. 
While there are many needs in the Hispanic Conference, we know that 
the Lord can supply them all. We ask everyone to help us pray and 
petition the Lord to help the Congregational Holiness Church establish 
new churches and meet the needs of the Hispanic Conference. I would 
like to invite everyone to attend our annual Hispanic Conference that 
will take place on June 14–15 in Houston, Texas. May God bless you all. 

Rev. Jose Rubio

The Rubio family: Jose and 
Mary. Jose Rubio is the Hispanic 
Conference superintendent of the 
Congregational Holiness Church.



THE GOSPEL MESSENGER   |   March, April, May 2019 March, April, May 2019   |   THE GOSPEL MESSENGER10 11

Men's Bible Reading Guide 

Available For Download At 

CHCHURCH.COM

Royal Ranger 

Trip To The USS Yorktown 

Charleston, South Carolina 

April 26-28, 2019SMYLE
Summer Missions Youth Learning Experience

La Ceiba, Honduras 
July 6-13, 2019 

Visit chchurch.com For More Information 

Rev. Ronald cook

Ronald Cook serves as the Men’s 
Ministries executive director for the 
Congregational Holiness Church.

Rev. Bryan Willingham

The Willingham family: Bryan, 
Rebecca, Zach and Ally. Bryan 
is the Royal Rangers National 
Commander for the Congregational 
Holiness Church.

Someone once wisely observed that a lot of work can be done when no one cares 
who gets the credit. Unfortunately, in today’s climate of seeker-friendly church 
growth practices, we often find ourselves reducing the gospel message to little 

more than a brand which we strive to promote with the same cookie-cutter methods 
used to ensure the success of large corporations. 

In this culture of mass production, church leadership is usually described in terms 
of style and charisma, as we race to stay in sync with all that is trendy in the modern 
worship experience. Lost in our pursuit of the latest fashion is the humble “family” 
feeling that so many of our churches have historically enjoyed.

I am certainly not opposed to any successful church growth method, but I am often 
concerned the key ingredient we often miss is the simple ability to make people feel as 
if they are a part of the family of God. 

Due in part to the extremely liberal political landscape created by media and pop 
culture, the church is now broadly viewed as a factory of hateful dogma and deeply 
entrenched biases. How do we respond to such negative extremism in an era when the 
dangers of lawsuits and hate crimes are very real?

I am reminded of the words of Jesus when He admonished His disciples: “By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35).

Perhaps the best way to promote our local church is to provide an atmosphere of 
love to even the most unloved AND the most unlovable. Today, almost one-third of all 
children in the United States live in a home apart from their biological fathers. Daily 
in the United States, two hundred people will die of an opioid overdose. Daily, public 
school teachers attempt to bridge the gap created by the absence of parents who 
cannot conquer alcohol and drug addictions.

Surrounded by a world in need, we must remember God has called us to be His 
family—a family with loving arms extended to those in the greatest need of His touch!

Today, I am thankful for a team of committed Royal Rangers leaders who show the 
love of God to school-age boys on a weekly basis. I am especially thankful that the men 
who serve in this ministry are men of integrity and exceptional character. But we need 
more! We need YOU! As we move deeper into 2019, I ask that you prayerfully consider 
what you can do to reach the next generation of Christ-like men and lifelong servant 
leaders. 



THE GOSPEL MESSENGER   |   March, April, May 2019 March, April, May 2019   |   THE GOSPEL MESSENGER12 13

Rev. Wanda Murray

Wanda Murray is the Women’s 
Ministries executive director.

Sybil Smith

Sybil Smith is the wife of Tim Smith 
who serves as the Senior Pastor of 
Centre CHC.

Spirit of 
ADOPTION

Missionettes

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God” (1 John 3:1). As believers, we share the unique privilege of being sons 
and daughters of God, born into the family of God (John 1:12–13). Through the New Birth, 

the apostle Paul writes, we have received “the Spirit of adoption” and are now “heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:15–17). Jesus Himself taught us our relationship in the kingdom 
when he taught us to pray, “Our Father, which art in heaven…” (Matt. 6:9–13). We, then, have 
become members of God’s family; we are many members that make up one body—the body of 
Christ (Eph. 5:23–32; 1 Cor. 12:12–13).

In the body of Christ, each member has special gifts and talents given by God (1 Cor. 12:4–11).  
One member should never be viewed as insignificant in the Kingdom, nor should another be 
viewed as superior, because Scripture tells us that God has set all the members, even the smallest, 
in the body as it pleases Him (1 Cor. 12:18). Just as in the natural body each body part has a 
special purpose, so has God given every member of His body a special assignment for the well-
being of the body and the accomplishment of His work. We are many members, joined in one 
body, with one mission (1 Cor. 12).

As members of Christ’s body, God’s sons and daughters, we have one mission, which can 
be summarized by Jesus’ own words: “I must be about my Father’s business” (Luke 2:49). He 
said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (John 
10:10). This, then, is our goal. In fact, Jesus plainly left us this commission: “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 
[teaching for conversion]: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you 
[teaching for discipleship] (Matt. 28: 19–20). He has promised us power: “Behold, I give unto you 
power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall 
be any means hurt you” (Luke 10:19; see also Mark 16:15–18; Acts 1:8).

These are not the days to be doubtful or to entertain divisions in the family of God (1 Cor. 3). 
These are the days to move forward in God’s vision and mission, to seek God, to believe His Word, 
to love one another, to see souls born into the Kingdom, to make disciples, to be filled with His 
Spirit and to be used in His power, “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13).

This issue’s contribution is written by Sister Sybil 
Smith. Sybil is the Women’s Ministries director 
for the North Alabama District of the CHC. 
Sister Smith is also the wife of Tim Smith, who is 
the senior pastor of the Centre CHC and serves 
as the first assistant district superintendent in 
North Alabama. May the Lord richly bless you 
all.

–Wanda

 General Women's Ministries Retreat

Under His Wings

April 11-13, 2019 - Music Road Hotel, Pigeon Forge, TN 

Jamie Massey is the Founder & 

President of Jamie Massey 

Ministries.  Jamie and her 

husband, Victor, have been in 

full-time ministry, serving the 

Lord in Word and song since 

they got married. They 

presently pastor Sumiton 

Church of God in Sumiton,

Alabama. Jamie has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 

Christian Thought with an emphasis in Christian 

Counseling. She is an Ordained Minister with the 

Church of God. She is a passionate follower of 

Christ, as well as a devoted wife and caring mother. 

Psalm 91:4

Tammy Benfield has been married to her husband Rev. Terry Benfield 

for 28 years, and they have two amazing children, Justin Benfield age 

23 and Makayla Benfield age 17. Tammy has been a part of the 

Congregational Holiness Church since 1992. She is currently serving 

her third four-year term on the North Georgia Women's Ministries Board.

She served as Missionettes Director for eight years and is currently 

serving as Assistant Director.

The session will be at the indoor swimming pool area at the Music Road 

Hotel. Girls are welcome to swim-cover-ups or t-shirts are required. 

        Through 

the 

            Water

MISSIONETTES  SESSION  

GENERAL WOMEN'S MINISTRIES RETREAT

April 12th 10am-Noon 

with Tammy Benfield

Tonya Cook

Tonya Cook serves as the 
Missionettes executive director for 
the Congregational Holiness Church.
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Susan Hanson

First Lady Susan Hanson. Susan 
serves the Congregational Holiness 
Church as the Ministers’ Wives 
director.

Rev. Dara Cole

Rev. Dara Cole is the wife of John 
Cole. John Serves as the Senior 
Pastor of Nances Creek CHC.

Learning to Be a 
MARY in a MARTHA 

Type of World

NONE 
GREATER

All right, let’s be real. If you are a pastor’s wife, a lady minister, or a woman of God, 
it is likely that you spend too much time doing too much! It’s just in our nature. 
Women are usually nurturers, trying to take care of those around us, whether it be 

children, husbands, parents or people in our church. We can’t help it; it’s who we are, and 
it is knit into our fabric. I am reminded of the story of Martha and Mary found in Luke 10. 
As the story goes, Jesus goes to visit them, and Martha spends most of her time taking care 
of and doing for Jesus; finally, she becomes exasperated that Mary is not helping her. The 
Bible says she became “cumbered about much serving” (Luke 10:40). Cumbered means 
“hindered or hampered”. However, while Mary sat at the feet of Jesus hearing Him teach 
and learning from Him, she wasn’t hindered or hampered by what was going on or what 
needed to be done! Is this not one reason we go to church: to sit at the feet of Jesus, to hear 
His teaching and learn from Him? What are we missing when we are so attentive to the 
things that must be done or the things going on? When we go to God’s house to worship, 
are we so hindered by things that we miss the chance for a life-changing encounter with the 
Creator of all?

In order to be an effective woman of God, lady minister or pastor’s wife, we must take 
a lesson from Mary! We must take the time to take care of our spiritual walk with God—
choosing the “good part, which shall not be taken away from [us]” (Luke 10:42). We need 
to take the few minutes each day, shut the door to our prayer closet, sit down with our 
devotional and a good cup of coffee, and spend our time with Jesus, just as Mary did.  I 
promise everything you are not doing will still be there waiting to be done. You, however, will 
be a little different because today you chose to be a Mary in a Martha type of world!

Rev. Dara Cole is the wife of Pastor John Cole from Piedmont, Alabama. Together John 
and Dara serve as pastors of the Nances Creek Congregational Holiness Church in the 
North Alabama District. Dara is a minister of the gospel and has two children, Ethan and 
Nina. Her favorite verse is found in Psalm 18:2: “The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and 
my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my 
salvation, and my high tower.” I know you will enjoy this article she has written.

–Susan

There are many ways to describe 
family. Family is defined as a group 
of people related to one another by 

blood or marriage. We are all family by 
the blood of Jesus Christ. In 1 Corinthians 
12:12, we find the body is one and has 
many members. Paul points out that all 
members of the body are important. Just 
like with our fleshly bodies, there are 
many parts that we have to use. We have 
hands that are made for sculpting and 
building. We have feet that are made for 
moving. We also have toes which help 
us keep balance while walking. Just as all 
our members have an important role, we 
all play an important part in the world of 
Christ. Whether we are the hands, the feet 
or the toes, we all are part of the body of 
Christ. There is none greater, but we all 
have to work together to see the mighty 
things of God.

Jesus said that He must go away to 
the Father so that the comforter might 
come. He also said we would do greater 
works because of His going away. But if 
we are against one another and do not 
show love to one another, then His works 
will not be done. If you are saved by the 
blood of Christ, you want to see people 
make it to the other side. We have to be 
the generation that still holds the blood-
stained banner so that people can still see 
that Christ changes people. You might be 
the only Bible that someone reads through 
your testimony. Do not look back when 
you have your hand to the plow, but only 
move forward. The only way to move 
forward is to be together. Be the hands, be 
the legs, be the feet that God uses. Most 
importantly, be where God wants you to 
be. The enemy would love nothing more 
than to separate us from where God wants 

Rev. Jacob Thornton

Jacob Thornton and fiancée Cierra 
Smith. Jacob is a minister in the 
Florida District.

Available to 
graduating High 
School Seniors 
who are CHC 

members, or who 
are children of 

CHC members. 

Application Deadline: May 1, 2019 
Application and details available at chchurch.com 

Scholarship 
available for use at 

any accredited 
University, 

College, or higher 
learning institution. 

Application, Essay, 
and Pastor’s 

 recommendation 
are required to be 

considered for 
scholarship. 

us to be. Where does He want you to be? God 
desires you to be in the center of His will. As a 
family, we can take comfort that the Bible says He 
is in the midst of just two or three. Whether we’re 
black, white, green or red, we all serve a purpose. 
We are to love one another as Christ loved us and 
gave himself for us, no matter the circumstance. 

I’m so thankful that I have a Father that loves 
me enough to be there every step of the way. 
As He guides your beautiful family, love and 
serve the Lord and help your brother or your 
sister. You never know what someone is facing. 
Be a help to them just like you would want 
someone to help you. God always honors a Good 
Samaritan willing to take out the time to be there 
for someone else. Be that Good Samaritan.
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MARCH

 1-2 Men’s Ministries Empowerment 

  Conference

 9 East. Car. Youth Explosion

 9 Fla. Dist. Leadership Conference

 10 Daylight Saving Time

 17 St. Patrick’s Day

 29 Fla. Dist. WM & Men’s Ministries 

  Meetings

APRIL 
First Fruits Month

 6 S. Ala. Dist. Conference

 6 N. Ala. Dist. Youth Rally

 11-13 General WM Retreat

 14 Palm Sunday

 18 Va. Dist. Conference

 19 Good Friday – Passover

 21 Easter

 24 Administrative Professionals Day

 27 MIP Luncheon – Griffin, Ga.

MAY 
Pastor Appreciation Month

 2 National Day of Prayer

 3 Fla. Dist. WM Spring Retreat

 12 Mother’s Day

 16 W. Car. Dist. Fellowship Meeting

 18 E. Car. Dist. Home Missions Rally

 27 Memorial Day

2019 CALENDER

2019 BIBLE READING GUIDES
AVAILABLE FOR DIGITAL DOWNLOAD VISIT CHCHURCH.COM

RECOGNIZE YOUR NEED. The Bible 
says, “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
You must recognize that you are a 
sinner in need of the Savior.

REPENT OF YOUR SINS. God is holy 
and our sin separates us from Him. 
By confessing, you are agreeing with 
God that you are a sinner. Repentance 
means that you will turn away from 
your sins. The promise of the Bible is, 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9).

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST. Your sins 
have been paid for by the Savior. You 
could never be good enough to earn 
Heaven. God requires your faith. The 
Bible says, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16).

RECEIVE THE SALVATION OF THE 
LORD. It is God’s free gift to us, but 
it must be accepted. Jesus died for 
your sins and rose from the grave 
for your new life. His promise is, 
“as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his 
name” (John 1:12).

CONFESS YOUR FAITH. Blessed 
assurance is yours, “That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved” 
(Romans 10:9). Now that you have 
been born again into the family of 
God, tell somebody what Jesus has 
done for you!

HOW DO I  
GET SAVED?
Let Us Help You Get 
Right with God

Application Deadline: May 1, 2019 
Application and details available at chchurch.com 

Scholarship 
available for use at 

any accredited 
University, 

College, or higher 
learning 

institution. 

Application, Essay,  
and Pastor’s 

 recommendation 
are required to be 

considered for 
scholarship. 

Available to any 
CHC Member 
who is not a 
graduating 

High School 
Senior  


