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My Escape

Articles of Faith
1. There is but One living and true God, the
great Creator, and there are three Persons
in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost. Genesis 1:1-27; Matthew
28:19; 1st John 5:7.
2. We believe the Holy Bible to be the
inspired Word of God. 2nd Timothy 3:16;
2nd Peter 1:20, 21.
3. We believe we are justified when we repent
of our sins and believe in Jesus Christ.
Mark 1:15; Acts 13:38-39; Romans 5:1.
4. We believe Sanctification to be a definite
work of grace subsequent to Salvation. St.
John 15:2, 17:16, 17; Ephesians 5:25-27; 1st
John 1:9.
5. We believe in the Baptism with the Holy
Ghost, and speaking in other tongues
as the Spirit gives utterance to be the
initiatory evidence of this experience. Acts
2:4, 19:6, 10:44-46. Since the Spirit gives
the utterance when one is baptized with
the Holy Ghost, we reject the teaching
that one who has received the Baptism
of the Holy Ghost can speak in tongues
at will, without the Spirit prompting the
utterance.
6. We believe in divine healing for the body.
Acts 3:2-12, 9:32-43, 5:15, 16; James 5:14. We
do not condemn medical science.
7. We believe every gift we receive from God,
including divine healing, comes through
the merits of the atonement. Romans 5:11;
James 1:16-17.
8. We believe in the operation of the nine
Gifts of the Spirit. We also believe in the
manifestation of the nine Fruit of the
Spirit and recognize that these should be
present in the life of every believer. 1st
Corinthians 12:1-12; Galatians 5:22-23.
9. We believe in the imminent rapture of the
church, and the personal, pre-millennial
Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Acts 1:10, 11; 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18;
Revelation 1:7.
10. We, as a church, believe in the eternal
redemption of all saints who are faithful
to the end. Matthew 24:13; Revelation 2:10.
We reject the theory of “once in grace
always in grace” regardless of conduct. 1st
Corinthians 10:12; Galatians 5:4.
11. We believe all who die out of Christ will
be punished eternally, but those who die
in Him shall share in His glory forever.
Daniel 12:2; Matthew 24:46; St. John 5:29;
Jude 7.
12. We believe the Bride of Christ is
composed of the entire spiritual church.
1st Corinthians 12:25; 2nd Corinthians 11:2;
Galatians 3:28, 29; Ephesians 4:16, 5:23-33;
Revelation 19:7, 8.
13. We believe in the sacredness of marriage
between one man and one woman. We
promote commitment to strong family
values. Ephesians 5:31-33, 6:1-4; Hebrews
13:4; Matthew 19:5; Leviticus 18:22; Genesis
2:24.
14. We require all our ministers to speak the
same thing and that there be no division
among us in doctrine concerning our
Articles of Faith. 1st Corinthians 1:10.
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eing raised in a pastor’s home,
serving as a pastor of a local church,
and working with pastors and
congregations for forty years, I can truthfully
say my life has been exciting.
While we were young, my dad would
always tell us that he had rather us grow up
to be Holiness preachers than the president
of the United States. I think my dad, with
only a fourth-grade education, had a spiritual
insight as to how vital ministry is. I do believe
ministry is the highest calling a man or
woman can assume. In ministry, we are in
continual spiritual warfare, as Ephesians 6:12
tells us.
Growing up as a preacher’s kid, it seems as
if it was a burden at times; but it also became
a blessing. Oh yes, there were times when I
felt as though I were living in a glass house,
and there were times I thought I was sharing
my parents with the whole world — and, of
course, there were times I felt like I was known

as the meanest kid in my church. The reason for that was that preachers’ kids
were so mean, they fought with the deacons’ kids!
But more significant than all the negativity that was so often seen, and
beyond not understanding why it seemed as though church had to be the No. 1
thing, the joy of watching God, through His divine call, use ordinary people to
help others come to a saving relationship with Christ and then become disciples
of Christ was worth it all (1 Cor. 11:1).
When I was growing up in the 1950s and 1960s, many felt ministry was
something that should be done only by the pastor or deacons. Many thought
they were to do it all, from mowing the grass, cleaning the church, and
praying for the sick to preaching and teaching as well.
But ministry must be shared, and so often we aren’t willing to share it.
Sometimes we allow ministry to become a burden instead of a blessing. So
often, because we don’t understand ministry, we become overwhelmed
emotionally, physically, and even spiritually due to the strain we allow it to
put on us. We let ministry work us, instead of us working ministry. Because
of this, we suffer. Our families suffer, and even our time with God suffers. We
think being busy is a ministry. Often, we as ministers will blame laity, while
they will blame the minister — and all the while, the devil is having a heyday
because the work of God is suffering!
It is for this reason that many are walking away from ministry and the
Church and saying it isn’t worth it. Paul said to the Church in 2 Corinthians
4:1, “Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we
faint not.” Let us be encouraged by what the Scripture tells us in Philippians
1:6: “… he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ.”
As Paul said in Ephesians 4:11-14, “And he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to deceive.”
In Ephesians 4:1-3, Paul reminds us to walk worthy of the vocation we are
called to, keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Then in verse 11,
he lists the ministry gifts, which are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors,
and teachers. These are the ministry gifts given to us by Christ when He
ascended (v. 8).
Let us notice the purpose of these gifts according to verses 12-14. They are
“for the perfecting of the saints … work of the ministry … edifying of the body
of Christ till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God,” so we, as His children, will not be “tossed to and fro … with every
wind of doctrine” and be deceived.
In verse 15, we are told to “[speak] the truth in love” and “grow up into him
in all things, which is the head, even Christ.”
As we think about the ministry and understand what an excellent task it
is, then, of course, the tempter reminds us of our failures and inadequacies.
However, we can then come to the realization that He who calls also qualifies.
Then we appreciate those in the Bible whom society labeled as “nobodies,”
but whom God gloriously used.
I think of Moses, who was a stutterer, but God gave him a mouthpiece.
Jeremiah became suicidal, but God used His Word in him so marvelously that
it felt like fire in his bones. The prophet Elijah became depressed and thought
he was the only prophet left to serve, and then even Jesus was tempted. Once
again, my mind goes to the verse in Philippians 1:6, “… that he which hath
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
Whatever your ministry may be, stay encouraged and remember that God
weighs things in the light of eternity. He is the one who will one day say, “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21)!
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s a pastor and a leader, there is no more exciting time as when a new ministry is
birthed within the church. Like a mother expecting a child, the pastor dreams of
what the ministry will look like and what it will become when fully mature. Hours
are invested in the development of that ministry in the heart of the leader. The leader
understands what it will take for the ministry to be fruitful and understands that, without
the vision led by God, it is doomed to fail. So much thought and so many prayers are
poured over this ministry. Much is shared with the others in the church body about the
need for the ministry and the significant impact this ministry will yield for the Kingdom of
God and the advancement of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Then it happens: The ministry is birthed! The dreams and visions become a reality.
Everyone is excited, and everyone is working hard to see the ministry grow and become
what God had placed in the heart of the leader. Nothing can stop it now!
As with all living things, the process of growth begins. The initial excitement wanes, the
people no longer talk daily about this new ministry, and when you show up for the work of
the ministry, you are alone or have only one or two with you. They are faithful, but they are
not the key leaders you were envisioning that were needed to make the ministry a success.
That is when you begin thinking, “What am I doing?” Is God in this? Did He give me this
vision and dream, or was this something to boost my ego?
Servant of God, this is the place where you cannot lose hope. This is the place where
you must remember the dream and vision God gave you and continue to press forward,
staying faithful to Him, because He will remain faithful to you. Please understand, the
ministry, the vision, and the dream are part of the process in coming to full reality, just like
raising a child.
In the first church I pastored, God gave me the vision and dream to start a food
ministry for our community. This ministry began to grow in my heart. I could see it in its
full potential — ministering the heart of Jesus to many by serving them. I started sharing
this vision with critical leaders and then the congregation of the church. Soon, everyone
was ready for this ministry to begin.
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With the help of my mother-in-law, who ran a food ministry in Georgia at the
time, we established a ministry called My Neighbor’s Pantry. The people and leaders
were excited and were deeply involved with this ministry. Truck drivers were picking
up and delivering food, workers sorting and giving away food. At that point, we had
lots of help, and my responsibility was to show up and be a part of this great ministry.
Then it happened. The excitement waned, and many people stopped helping.
The driver could no longer pick up and deliver the food. I was left with a couple of
ladies to help with the ministry. I didn’t think we had enough help to keep it going.
I remember thinking, “This
ministry was supposed to be
more.”
I remember days I would
take the seats out of the
church van, then drive and
pick up food. Sometimes it
was frozen solid. I would pile
the food in the center of the
van, so the things in the center
would remain frozen, and
First church in Brazil. This is a new building in a location just
the things on the outer area,
down the river from the original location, but it is the same
we would give away when we
congregation of 49 years.
got back to North Carolina
because they had slightly thawed. The ministry turned into real work, real fast.
“Where are all the people now?” I thought. Where were the key leaders that I thought
necessary for this to be a success? It seemed hopeless, but with the faithful ones, we
pressed on: giving away what small amounts we had every month, assisting families
as we could. I did not think we were making much of a difference. It had become just
another ministry, heavy with work but without much impact.
When I left the church a few years later, the ministry was still running like it had
when it began. There was small growth, but not like I had dreamed or envisioned.
Had I missed God? Did I do something wrong that impeded the growth of the
ministry? What I failed to account for is that God works in His timing and in His way.
Many years later, I returned to a special event for My Neighbor’s Pantry. This event
was to recognize it as a community and regional food ministry. It had grown to the
point that it was not just a church ministry anymore. They were serving over 300
families twice a month, making a massive impact in the northwest region of North
Carolina. They were moving into a new facility, and they asked me to come and
officiate the dedication ceremony because God had given me the vision to birth this
ministry. This ministry had become more than I had ever expected or envisioned.
It took staying faithful when it was hard and I felt alone. I did not think it was going
to happen, but God knew it would. By the way, the ones who were faithful to this
ministry and were not key leaders at the time are now the directors of this ministry.
Do not grow weary in well-doing; God knows and sees. Those who are called
to lead will most likely experience times
of loneliness in ministry work. Jesus did
when His disciples abandoned Him at His
arrest. Paul did when John Mark left Him
in his journey that the Holy Spirit sent
him on. Sometimes it is a part of ministry;
excitement will wane, the people will
depart, and you will find yourself feeling
alone and hopeless, as though you have
missed God. Hold on, and encourage
yourself in the Lord as David did. For what
God has given you, He will complete. There
are no mistakes in God. He has the plan you
need.

Our second ordained minister in Israel, Shereen
Marouf, with her husband Road

Executive
Director’s Report
In February, I led a group of 24 to
Israel for our first Ministry/Tour trip.
Besides touring the Holy Land sites in
and around Jerusalem, we were able to
hold three services with our leader, Nabil
Kort, one service in Bethlehem and the
other two in Jerusalem. In the service in
Bethlehem, a young Palestinian girl gave
her life to the Lord. At another service
in Jerusalem, we ordained our second
minister in Israel.
In March, I traveled for the first time to
visit our churches in Mississippi. Later in
the month, I went to Aruba and Panama.
In Aruba, I worked with our leaders to
set up online training for our ministers
desiring to serve the CHC. In Panama,
I was able to meet with the National
Board to discuss relocation of one of our
churches as well as establishing reporting
procedures for the future. While in both
countries, I was able to minister in church
services as well.
On returning to the U.S., I traveled to
Wyoming with Matt Turner and Danny
Oliver to visit our Hispanic church there.
We went and visited the Wind River
Indian Reservation to see the needs and
possibly plan a future SMYLE trip there.
I was privileged to minister at our CH
church while in Wyoming.
In April, I traveled with Jose Rubio
to Nicaragua and Honduras. While in
Nicaragua, I was able to minister in two
churches and to see many of our other
churches, as well as some future works.
The situation there is better, but we need
to continue to pray for our leaders and
churches there.
In Honduras, Pastor Adam Reynolds
joined us as we dedicated the work
Assembly of Praise had partnered with
Cristo Viene to complete over the past 8
to 9 years. God moved in a mighty way
with salvations and healing manifested.
As I write, I am now in Manaus, Brazil,
with Edimar Cordeiro and Macelo Ramos
visiting our works along the Amazon River
and attending the Church Conference in
Boa Vista. It has been a busy few months,
but it has been a productive few months.
Much has been done for our churches
throughout the world during this time
because of your prayers and faithful
giving. Thank you and God Bless!
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A bruised reed He will not break,
and a smoking flax He will not quench.
–Isaiah 42:3
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hope
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t is time the church addresses the proverbial elephant in the room.
Depression, rejection, dejection, emotional exhaustion, financial, physical and spiritual
depletion are all at work to erode and gradually destroy the burning passion men of God
once had to preach the gospel and serve as effective shepherds to God’s flock. Pastors are
burned out and running on fumes as they face tough and fibrous challenges in the year 2019.
My friends, all you ever believed about God is being put to the test!
In recent surveys The New York Times cited “Members of the clergy now suffer from obesity,
hypertension and depression at higher rates than most Americans.” Very high percentages (70
percent and above) state they have severe stress, feel unqualified and unequipped for ministry,
and feel pressured to have a “perfect” family — resulting in 1,500 pastors who leave their
ministry each month due to burnout, conflict and moral failure (August 1, 2010, The New York
Times).
Why are pastors struggling? Although this short summary does not define every pastor,
I’m sure you will relate to many of the obstacles mentioned in this article. I personally have
been in ministry long enough to know firsthand the toll it takes on the pastor and his family.
At church, the pastor attempts to please and placate the flock and his church board as he
strives to keep the peace when confrontation is necessary. His fear is that people will leave the
church and tithers will go elsewhere. There is the constant drip of criticism, antagonism and
conflict within the local church body. He is pressured to produce three sermons a week or
more, while he prays there will be enough money to meet the budget.
His problems at home are generally hidden from others. The ministry is often adversely
affecting the well-being of his home. There are ever-present personal financial concerns that
force him to work a secular job in order to support the needs of his family. Because of work
and church activities, his family is in turmoil. The pastor starts losing his focus. God’s first
institution, marriage, has become by default a lesser priority to the pastor than the church. It is
the wife who feels she is in competition with God, and so many preachers’ kids want nothing
to do with church. But the truth is, God will never call a person to do anything in His name that
brings division in marriage.
Spiritually, the pastor suffers when time constraints keep him from spending quality time
alone in God’s presence. This makes him more vulnerable and open to the temptations that haunt
a larger percentage of ministers today. Satan creates an escape for him through pornography,
sexual immorality, addictions and excessive spending. On Sunday morning, he puts on a mask
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that indicates all is well with him. He is
fearful of removing this mask for fear of
others’ reactions — but God knows. And
if we read the Bible, we see God has no
problem exposing our deep and hidden
issues if He feels it’s necessary.
It is a popular trend for today’s pastor
to “professionalize” his image in order
to compete with megachurches and the
high expectations that come with growing
a “successful” church.
He is in stiff competition with social
activities outside the church that create a
drag in church attendance and a decrease
in the tithe and offerings. The youth
have gravitated toward other churches
that offer them the spiritual and social
activities and music relevant to their age
groups. It must be a helpless feeling when
all he tries to hold onto is slipping away.
It is estimated that 80 percent of
ministers and their spouses have no one
safe to talk to.
While many of the issues listed above
are material and external, others are
spiritual and internal. In my opinion,
there are two root spiritual issues with
which so many ministers struggle.
Jesus Himself was tempted in three
specific areas: the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eye and the pride of life. We are
not exempt. But I believe pride is the first
root that has to be dealt with. It is human
for each of us to want to feel valued and
show what we are worth and are capable
of doing. Man’s idea of success and worth
is generally focused on numbers, outward
appearance and being in control of all
that’s going on. The temptation is to go
above and beyond what God has called
us to do. Our own desire to be recognized
by our success is often our own worst
enemy. That enemy is called “self.”
The Old Testament biblical model that
God taught was that of Moses. It took the
wisdom of his father-in-law, Jethro, to
confront Moses with what he could not
see. He could feel the stress and pressures
of leadership but could not see how to
deal with them. Millions of Jews looked
to Moses for the answers to all their
questions and complaints. They were
constantly pulling on him, criticizing him
and building idols of their own. Here was
God’s miracle worker and man of the
hour overwhelmed by his workload.
Jethro’s basic counsel to Moses was…
YOU pray and seek the mind of God, YOU
preach to and teach the people, YOU train
capable leaders under you to whom the
people can come with their needs. All the

big issues your leaders can’t handle are
referred to YOU!
The end result: Moses could be free to
delegate his workload to capable leaders.
Trained men could fulfill their ministries,
the needs of the people would be met,
and I bet there was more peace among
the people and at home.
The second root issue simply lies with
one question: Are you doing what
God called you to do? There are
many voices in the congregation and the
expectations are enormous. Man-made
fruit will only last for a short period of
time. God’s fruit is for eternity.
In John 15, Jesus’ simple command
was “Abide in Me!” The pastor must get
his focus off the fruit of his ministry and
turn inward to the source of life-giving
fruit, Jesus Christ. I call that “magnetic
therapy.” To be effective in ministry,
the pastor must constantly be attracted
back to his Source. He is the life-giving
vine. He will fill us with the oil of the
Holy Spirit for wisdom, discernment and
healing. The fruit of your ministry will
be of HIS choosing and not your own.
As a “branch,” the pastor is dependent
on Jesus’ strength and energy and His
“Well done,” not the high praises and
acceptance of the people he shepherds.
It’s certainly not a popular teaching, but it
is a biblical one… you choose.
Question to self: Is what I’m doing
outwardly a result of what I have received
from God and what He has called me
to do? Again, am I doing what God has
called me to do? Obedience is a high
calling. Success is not.
When Peter and John met the man at
the Gate Beautiful, what they each had to
give was spiritual fruit of God’s choosing.
It was life-changing and healing. Oh, how
beautiful is the true church! When did we
lose our focus and how did we ever get
here?
Our New Testament model is Jesus
Himself. He said, “Blessed are the
peacemakers” in Matthew 5, but He
did not say, “Be a people pleaser.” He
never sat through the course “How to
Win Friends and Influence People” by
Carnegie. He upset his disciples when
he defied all religious custom and
met a Samaritan woman at a well. He
loved people and went to social events.
He spoke the truth in love and wasn’t
concerned for His reputation. He was
talked about and lied about, but His
concern was doing one thing and one
thing only. At the close of His earthly

ministry, Jesus summed up His ministry
in His prayer in John 17:4: “I have brought
you glory by completing the work YOU
gave me to do” (emphasis added). Even
though the throngs pulled at Him, He
never lost His focus.
Here are a few helpful suggestions to
help you in your quest for regaining your
focus:

n Repent (Pray Psalm 139:23, “Search
me, O God, and know my heart”).

n Be a good steward of your time and
n
n
n
n

n

n
n
n
n
n

n

energy; humans were designed for
camel travel.
Make some time each day to sit at His
feet and allow the Holy Spirit to just
soak you in His presence.
Rest well (learn from the Prophet
Elijah).
Exercise and eat a healthy diet. Only
10 percent of exercise contributes to
good health.
Find a good, trustworthy and solid
Christian (outside your church or
even your denomination) with whom
you can talk.
Teach and train workers within
your local church and stop trying
to control every aspect of the work.
It’s not your work; it’s God’s! Give
workers freedom to do their jobs.
Go on a date night once a week with
your spouse and turn off your cell
phones.
Cover your family from the demands
of the congregation.
Seek to take a sabbatical every few
years.
Take one day off a week and direct all
calls to a trusted associate pastor or
deacon.
Seek medical attention if necessary.
Depression is either circumstantial,
spiritual or physical. Don’t try to treat
a physical problem like a spiritual
problem. You may need medication,
and you don’t even have to tell
anyone but a family member. It
happens.
Stop trying to do God’s job.

In Matthew 11:28-30 our Lord and
Master said: “Come unto Me all ye who
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. Take MY yoke upon you and
learn of me, for I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For MY yoke is easy and MY burden is
light” (emphasis added).
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have always marveled at the story of Noah. By most accounts, Noah was a normal human of
his time. However, there was one high distinction, “Noah walked with God” (Gen. 6:9, KJV).
The day in which Noah lived was one of godlessness. Many people did not care anything
about the Lord or His will for their lives. While we are not given much detail about the everyday
life of Noah and his family, it is safe to assume that no matter how difficult life, peer pressure, or
temptation may have been, Noah placed his hope and trust in the Lord.
Noah was given a gigantic task: build the ark. He preached for years while building the ark
that destruction was coming; however, not one soul turned from their wickedness. How hard it
must have been to see neighbors, friends, and others continuously refuse the call to repentance!
Rejection of conviction is something that all pastors and ministers know too well. We often
stand behind pulpits and preach our hearts; we tell about the deep and abiding love that God
has for all people and the reality of Hell to come for those who refuse Christ. People’s response
to our call for repentance is often less than overwhelming. Because of this, the enemy likes to
speak to us and tell us we are doing a poor job or we should quit because we are not making a
difference. I do not think it is a stretch to believe that Noah heard that same voice telling him to
quit because of the lack of response from people.
There may have been days that Noah wondered if the flood was going to come as God had
said. There may have been days that Noah thought about quitting. However, Scripture tells us
what Noah did despite whatever feelings of hopelessness that may have come his way: “Thus
Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did” (Gen 6:22, NKJV). Noah,
despite any doubts, feelings of hopelessness, or discouragement, continued to put one foot in
front of the other and followed God.
Beloved, we cannot make people respond to the call of the Lord. While we try to encourage
them to walk with the Lord, the choice is up to them. The only thing we can control is our
response to the call of God. We must be like Noah. We must preach, work, and follow God with
our whole heart. Our hope must be in God and not man.
As ministers, our work is not in vain. While most people failed to listen to Noah and the
Lord, there was one small group of people who lived because Noah trusted in the Lord, Noah’s
family. “And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the
waters of the flood” (Gen 7:7, NIV). Because of Noah’s hope and trust in God, we are still talking
about and being encouraged by him today.
Put your hope in God; He will never let you down!
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2019 Men’s Ministries
EMPOWERMENT
CONFERENCE

T
Rev. Ronald cook
Ronald and Tonya Cook. Ronald
Cook serves as the Men’s Ministries
Executive Director for the
Congregational Holiness Church.

10

his year’s Mens Ministries Empowerment
Conference was held at Bethesda CHC in
Cornelia, Georgia, with gracious host pastors
John and Tabitha Graham on March 1-2, 2019.
Men of all ages came from near and far for this
great event and time of fellowship and worship.
Friday night started off with great worship led
by Rev. Wallace Smith and then a phenomenal
message by Rev. Terron Gentry, of Gainesville,
Georgia, on “Build a Bridge, Not a Wall,” and the
Lord truly moved in our midst.
Saturday morning we were privileged to have
Rev. Lance Crews from Lake City, Florida, as our
guest speaker. He did an outstanding job in his
message “The Making of a Champion of God.”
Special thanks to both ministers for your
willingness to participate in this event and minister
to the men of our denomination and charge us to
do greater things for the Kingdom of God.
I would also like to thank Bethesda Church for the countless hours getting prepared
for this event and for serving dinner and providing breakfast for all who attended. Cathy
Weaver did an amazing job, as always, helping Rev. Brian Kinney to get the men registered
and into the conference. Special thanks to the North Georgia conference for allowing the
use of their campground dorms and also District Superintendent Mike Spence for being
our official photographer. And for all others who came and donated of your time and
abilities, I personally thank you. I can’t do this on my own, and I appreciate my board and
all the wives that work as hard on this event as we do!
We love and appreciate you all and can’t wait to see what God holds in store for
next year!
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Joy

Will
Come
P

erhaps there is no greater national tragedy than the rate at which our military veterans
are taking their own lives. Every 65 minutes, a former United States serviceman (or
woman) will commit suicide. It is difficult to imagine the mental horrors faced by the
brave men and women in uniform. Haunting memories of the sights, smells, and sounds of
warfare exponentially complicate the process of adjusting to post-military life.
While waging war with carnal weapons may create debilitating mental anguish, we often
overlook the perils of combat faced daily by ministers of the gospel as they wrestle with
principalities, rulers of darkness, and spiritual wickedness in high places.
As I write to you, I feel prompted to be bluntly honest about the conditions facing many
of our pastors in the Congregational Holiness Church. We live in a time when the success
Rev. Brian Willingham of the church is too often gauged by the size of our buildings, our weekly attendance, and
the bottom lines of our budgets. While statistical analysis provides essential information, it
is impossible to define the success of a local congregation based upon numbers alone. In
The Willingham family: Brian,
a day dominated by social media networking and live streams, it is far too easy to compare
Rebecca, Zach and Ally. Brian
ourselves among ourselves.
is the Royal Rangers National
The intimidation factor is real!
Commander for the Congregational
Thus, the pastor of a small storefront church often feels enormous ministerial peer
Holiness Church.
pressure to compete with the trendy megachurch pastor who becomes an overnight sensation
thanks to mass followings on social media.
If the improper use of social media can drive teens to attempt suicide, then perhaps it can drive a minister to the brink of despair
as well.
Today I speak to every minister who battles depression rooted in your perceived inadequacies. God did not call you to be
someone else! God called you to FAITHFULNESS to the doors that are open to you and only YOU!
You have a place in God’s Kingdom that only you
can fill! Fulfillment is found in fulfilling the calling God
has placed upon you! Beloved: do not be discouraged!
God sees you in your struggles! He hears your prayers!
He is mindful of your afflictions! Weeping may endure
for the night, but joy will come in the morning!
In closing, I want to thank everyone who has
worked behind the scenes to make our Royal Rangers
mission project in Honduras a success. We now have
the very first Royal Rangers Outpost on foreign soil in
CHC history! God is doing great things! All we need
is men and women who have a burden to make a
difference!
June, July, August 2019 | THE GOSPEL MESSENGER
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My Escape
Rev. Wanda Murray
Wanda Murray is the Women’s
Ministries Executive Director.

A

s I write this article, I’m looking back on a time in my life when the Word of God
was the source that guided me on the path of a breakthrough. This was a time
when the enemy tried to place a spirit of “what did I do to deserve this” on me.
While the Word tells us that we will be tried and tempted, the Lord also promised that
He would not allow us to be tempted above what we are able to endure, but for every
temptation, He would make a way of escape. His Word was my escape. I remember
sitting at my desk reading the Word and trying to find my answer, as tears fell on the
pages. Finally, I read a Scripture that I had read many times, but this time it pierced
my heart. It was as though God said, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:44-45). Now I’m
not saying this was an easy task, but I will say He is Faithful if we are obedient.
Several years later, I received a Word from God through a friend, “And let us not be weary in
well doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9). I’m reminded of the words
of David in Psalm 30:5, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Also,
Psalm 51:10, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.”
Our Women’s Ministries Retreat, held April 11-13, 2019, was an awesome time. God showed
up for the gathering in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, as Rev. Jamie Massey had an on-time word for
our ladies and some gentlemen Thursday night: “We
are not under attack because of where we have been but
because of where we are going.” On Friday night, her
message was “In the Secret Place,” and she ministered in
the altars until everyone was satisfied.
Friday morning workshops were great. Sister Crystal
Taylor, Sister Kathy Gidley, Sister Amanda Baldwin, and
Sister Tammy Benefield had very encouraging words for
our ladies and young ladies.
In all the services Brother Jeremiah Yocom and his
band carried us into praise and worship as the Lord led
them. Just let me say it was a wonderful retreat, and we
are already looking forward to next year!

HIS WORD
was my
escape.

2019 Women’s Ministries Retreat

12
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Missionettes
T

his year at the General WM Retreat in Pigeon Forge I was again
privileged to have a fantastic session with all the Missionettes that
attended. Our speaker this year was Sis. Tammy Benefield from
Cornelia, Georgia, and she did a tremendous job teaching the girls on Moses
and “Through the Waters.” This year
was a little different, and we got to
use the pool area, where the girls got
to enjoy being outdoors and learning
and doing crafts before a time of
swimming.
I’m so blessed to be able to work
with these girls and to have been
with some of them through most of
their lives. Some now have babies
of their own and are bringing them
Tonya Cook
to Missionettes functions. How I got
so blessed, I’ll never know, but I am
Tonya Cook serves as the
genuinely thankful for the work the
Missionettes Executive Director for
Lord has allowed me to be a part. I
the Congregational Holiness Church.
love you all!
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This “Heart to Heart” article is about a dear friend and servant of God, Mary James, wife of Rev. Lewis James from Griffin, Georgia.
I get a thrill when she says, “I am Mary from Bethlehem.” Just like Mary, Jesus’ mother, Mary James has been used by the Lord
to help others. She has walked by her husband’s side faithfully through the years. She raised godly children in the midst of a
challenging world. She suffered the loss of a child through death. After this loss, she and Brother James traveled throughout our
denomination speaking and sharing encouraging words of faith to pastors and their congregation of how their faith has sustained
them. I know you will be encouraged reading this article, which Cordelia Ford wrote about her friend, Mary James.
–Susan

Mary from Bethlehem
M

ary James was born and raised in Bethlehem, Georgia. Mary and Rev. Lewis James were married in January of 1955. Brother
James was called to preach soon after they married, which started her journey as a pastor’s wife. She said she did not know she
was marrying a minister. At the beginning of their ministry, they pastored part-time in another town and would drive to church
Sunday morning, eat lunch with church members, come home and then drive back for Sunday night. This was hard with small children.
In time, Pastor James quit his job in Atlanta to become a full-time minister. As the children grew up, Mary became more involved in
church activities and periodically worked a public job.
Mary is a devoted wife to Pastor James, loving and nurturing to her children, always having meals and fulfilling needs of her four
children.
After pastoring the Carrollton Church, in 1971, Pastor James and Mary came to Griffin to pastor the West Griffin Church, which is now
Living Waters Congregational Holiness Church. This was when I came to know Mary as my pastor’s wife and my friend.
Mary loved the people and did what she could to make everyone feel included. She especially loved the children of the church, and
if they were in need, she would find a way to fill the need. She planned activities for the senior
citizens and made sure they all had a good time. She made sure food and flowers were sent for
deaths in families. She always made sure that all the staff members were honored on special
occasions. Mary directed and planned many women’s conferences. She always made sure
everything was perfect in these conferences. Many were blessed. She always encouraged all to
attend the General Women’s Retreat with the most in attendance, and she helped me when I
was president for twenty years. One of Mary’s good qualities is that she has always loved pretty
clothes and became a buyer for one of Griffin’s well-known department stores.
Mary can prepare a delicious meal and serve it on a decorated table with short notice. She
loves to cook. She said that is her talent, but I know she has many more God-given talents. She
likes to have fun, no matter whether things are good or bad. Sometimes, we can get stressed
Susan Hanson
over small things. I read this once about stress: Solomon’s seven hundred wives only had one
curling iron. Wow!
First Lady Susan Hanson. Susan
Pastors’ wives cannot be what everyone wants them to be. Remember, they are human, just
serves the Congregational Holiness
like you. Sometimes, people will compare the pastor’s wife to the previous one, but pastors’
Church as the Ministers’ Wives
wives must learn to be themselves. Mary has always been her unique self and continues to be.
Director.
I have seen Mary smiling when I knew she was hurting. We never know what another person is
going through. Mary had many medical problems over the years, and she has survived them.
They pastored Living Waters Church for thirty-two years, retiring December 31, 2003. They
are blessed with a beautiful home decorated perfectly by Mary.
Mary and Lewis have had many experiences during their marriage. In June 2004, they were
devastated by the death and loss of their oldest son, Rev. Richard James. Only God’s love and
grace have held them true to Him. Paul says in Romans 8:37, “In all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that loved us.” With God’s comfort and the love from family and
friends, they were able to get through the loss.
Mary and Pastor James have two beautiful, talented daughters, Kathy and Darlene, and a
handsome son, Johnny, each with a beautiful Christian family. They have eight grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren.
Pastor James broke his hip in 2016 and had a knee replacement surgery in 2017. Even
with all the many doctor’s appointments and rehab, he is still able to be out and going. Mary
continues to see that his needs are met.
Mary James
Mary’s heart is soft as feathers but weathers storms. She is a minister’s wife, a mother, a
friend, gentle as sweet magnolia, strong as steel. Who can find a virtuous woman? Mary James, a
Presentation to Pastor James and
lovely lady. Happy birthday, Mary (May 24)!
Mary in 2017 recognition of 55 years
Love you, Cordelia Ford
of service in the ministry.
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hope
H

ope is my middle name, literally, but what does it mean? I looked up the
word “hope” in the Merriam-Webster dictionary, and its definition means to
“cherish a desire with anticipation.” In the Bible, hope is often seen as a desire
or expectation of what God has in store for us. God has given us many promises for
our future that provide us with hope. Also, as Christians, we have hope that He will
take us through everything we face in life until we make it to the other side.
I like the verse found in Jeremiah 29, “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future’” (v. 11). My greatest desire is to please God with the way I live my life, as
I hold on to the hope that one day I will see Christ face to face in Heaven. How do we
hold on to that hope in Christ as we live our lives? By seeking Christ.
Prayer is one of the main ways to find hope in Christ. Don’t worry about it; pray
about it!
God already knows what we are going through, but prayer builds our relationship
with Him. He wants us to share our problems and our feelings with Him.
Quote Bible verses to yourself. It’s a great way to encourage yourself and build up
your hope in Christ. Proverbs 18:21 says that there is the power of life and death in the
tongue. It is often easy to speak negatively about our situations when things are not
going our way, but Scripture throws a different light onto our problems.
Spend one-on-one time with God. This is very important in any close relationship.
Spending time alone with God is the only way you can truly get to know Him. Jesus
says in Matthew 6:6, “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.” I find that when I spend time alone with
God, it is so much more refreshing, because there are no distractions, and it is easier
to focus on Him.
Be still. This is one phrase that God has spoken to my heart over the past couple of
months. After you have read God’s word and prayed, it is time to be still. Be still and
listen to what God wants to say to you. He may not speak immediately. You may have
to wait in His presence, but if you listen, He will speak eventually.
If you trust in God and seek Him out, He will give you hope. I will leave you with
this verse, Romans 8:18, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”

Don’t
WORRY
about it;
PRAY
about it!

Summer Willingham
Summer Willingham is the 2019
CHC World Missions intern.
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Youth Camp June 16-20
Speaker: Rev. Lance Crews
Campmeeting July 14-19
July 14 Speaker:
Rev. Mark Willingham
July 15-19 Speaker:
Rev. Roger Luke
Youth Camp June 9-13
Speaker: Rev.Amanda Chaney-Baldwin
Campmeeting July 14-18
Speaker: Rev. Kenny Morris

Youth Camp June 9-14
Speaker: Rev. Marc Sanders
Campmeeting July 1-5
Speaker: Rev. Jeremy Pooler

Youth Camp June 17-21
Speaker: Rev. Billy Smith

Campmeeting June 28-July 4
June 28-30 Speaker
Bishop Ronald Wilson
July 1-4 Speaker:
Rev. Kenny Morris

Youth Camp June 21-24
Speaker: Rev. Hayward Clark

Campmeeting July 21-26
Speaker: The Blythes and Rita

Junior Youth Camp June 10-13
Speaker: Rev. Tony Evens
Senior Youth Camp June 17-21
Speaker: Rev. James Dew
Campmeeting July 21-25
July 21-23 Speaker: Dr. Tim Hill
July 24-25 Speaker: Rev. Nick Dalton

Junior Youth Camp June 16-18
Speakers: Russell & Allison Cash
Senior Youth Camp June 19-22
Various Speakers
Campmeeting July 26-August 2
July 26 AM Speaker: Rev. Scotty Poole
July 26-29 Speaker: Dr. Tim Hill
July 30-31 Speaker: Rev. Kenny Morris
Aug 1-2 Speaker: Dr. Mark Rutland

Junior Youth Camp June 12-15
Speaker: Rev. Wes Conner
Senior Youth Camp June 19-23
Speaker: Rev. Greg Cox
Campmeeting August 5-9
Speaker: Bishop Ronald Wilson

