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1.  There is but One living and true God, the 
great Creator, and there are three Persons 
in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. Genesis 1:1-27; Matthew 
28:19; 1st John 5:7.

2.  We believe the Holy Bible to be the 
inspired Word of God. 2nd Timothy 3:16; 
2nd Peter 1:20, 21.

3.  We believe we are justified when we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus Christ. 
Mark 1:15; Acts 13:38-39; Romans 5:1.

4.  We believe Sanctification to be a definite 
work of grace subsequent to Salvation. St. 
John 15:2, 17:16, 17; Ephesians 5:25-27; 1st 
John 1:9.

5.  We believe in the Baptism with the Holy 
Ghost, and speaking in other tongues 
as the Spirit gives utterance to be the 
initiatory evidence of this experience. Acts 
2:4, 19:6, 10:44-46. Since the Spirit gives 
the utterance when one is baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, we reject the teaching 
that one who has received the Baptism 
of the Holy Ghost can speak in tongues 
at will, without the Spirit prompting the 
utterance.

6.  We believe in divine healing for the body. 
Acts 3:2-12, 9:32-43, 5:15, 16; James 5:14. We 
do not condemn medical science.

7.  We believe every gift we receive from God, 
including divine healing, comes through 
the merits of the atonement. Romans 5:11; 
James 1:16-17.

8.  We believe in the operation of the nine 
Gifts of the Spirit. We also believe in the 
manifestation of the nine Fruit of the 
Spirit and recognize that these should be 
present in the life of every believer. 1st 
Corinthians 12:1-12; Galatians 5:22-23.

9. We believe in the imminent rapture of the 
church, and the personal, pre-millennial 
Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Acts 1:10, 11; 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18; 
Revelation 1:7.

10. We, as a church, believe in the eternal 
redemption of all saints who are faithful 
to the end. Matthew 24:13; Revelation 2:10. 
We reject the theory of “once in grace 
always in grace” regardless of conduct. 1st 
Corinthians 10:12; Galatians 5:4.

11. We believe all who die out of Christ will 
be punished eternally, but those who die 
in Him shall share in His glory forever.  
Daniel 12:2; Matthew 24:46; St. John 5:29; 
Jude 7.

12. We believe the Bride of Christ is 
composed of the entire spiritual church. 
1st Corinthians 12:25; 2nd Corinthians 11:2; 
Galatians 3:28, 29; Ephesians 4:16, 5:23-33; 
Revelation 19:7, 8.

13. We believe in the sacredness of marriage 
between one man and one woman. We 
promote commitment to strong family 
values.  Ephesians 5:31-33, 6:1-4; Hebrews 
13:4; Matthew 19:5; Leviticus 18:22; Genesis 
2:24.

14. We require all our ministers to speak the 
same thing and that there be no division 
among us in doctrine concerning our 
Articles of Faith. 1st Corinthians 1:10.

Articles of Faith

Bishop Charles Hanson

Bishop Charles Hanson serves as 
the General Superintendent of the 
Congregational Holiness Church.

On May 31, 1964, as an eleven-year-old 
boy, I accepted the Lord as my Savior. 
The following night I was baptized 

with the Holy Spirit and promised the Lord 
I would do and go anywhere He would send 
me. About two weeks later, I attended my first 
youth camp at the campground in Piedmont, 
Alabama.  It was at that youth camp that the 
Spirit dealt with me about the “call” on my life 
to preach. After going home from camp, while 
reading my Bible, I accepted the call. I am so 
thankful for Christ coming and shedding His 
blood for my sin and for the Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, which was given to us, not just 
for enjoyment but also employment! I am 
thankful for a God who will reward us not for 
how long we served, but because we heard 
the call and went.

II Corinthians 6:17 says, “Wherefore come 
out from among them, be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you.” Is this verse calling 
us to be separate from the world, as separate 
people, or is God calling us to be filled with 
His Spirit so that we may be laborers in His 
vineyard? I believe it is calling us to do both. 
We have not only been called to evangelize 
the world, but we also have been called 
to make disciples.  I think about the song 
which says, “what the church needs are more 
workers in the field.” I believe we need to be 
willing to stand in the gap (Ezekiel 22:30) or 
be like Isaiah, who said, here I am Lord send 
me (Isaiah 6).                                                                                                         

WORKERS IN THE FIELD

2019 Florida Junior Camp
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FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

chc1921

I want us to notice this parable today in terms of the Holy Spirit’s 
unveiling of workers of all ages. In Mathew 20, Jesus gives us the parable 
of the landowner who went to the marketplace and sought for workers to 
work his vineyard. As I read this chapter, I see where this man took five trips 
to the market in search of workers. Verse two says, they agreed for a penny a 
day, and he sent them into his vineyard. Is this not like most of us when we 
accepted Christ?  We said, Lord, I will do anything or go anywhere you call 
me.  In verse three at the third hour, he went and saw them standing idly by. 
Verse 4 says, “And they went their way.” He sought from dusk until dawn to 
find help. He would have employed as many as were willing to work. The 
question is, who will stand in the gap and who will go? It is all about the 
harvest of lost souls! 

Prophetically speaking, this parable is crucial because it identifies 
God’s intent to bring revival to every nation and every generation until the 
return of Christ.  To understand this story, I feel we need to understand the 
symbolism we see here. 

Landowner: Representative of God, according to I Corinthians 10:26. 
Look also at what Jesus said in Matthew 5:34-35 and Psalms 50:10.  

Vineyard: Represents the world as the harvest field.  Look at Matthew: 
13:38-39.                                

Market Place:  This is the Church or anywhere potential workers are. 
This may be a small group or a small church. This is where we go to receive 
instruction for what we are to do in order to advance the Kingdom.1

I want us to notice the landowner went out five different times, 
beginning early in the morning and before sunrise. He also went the third 
hour, the sixth hour, the ninth hour, and finally, the eleventh hour. This is 
the way the Jews referred to their hours in a day. We will say the third hour is 
nine ’o’clock; the sixth hour is noon; the ninth hour is three ’o’clock and the 
eleventh hour is five ’o’clock. It is interesting to see how this is a symbol of 
the visitation of the Holy Spirit to the earth.

Verse one says, he went out early; an early morning visit! This predawn 
visitation symbolizes the Old Testament before the revealing of Jesus as the 
Son of God. In Genesis, the earth was dark and without form and darkness, 
but the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the deep. After the fall of man 
and the flood, we hear Genesis 6:3 say, “...My Spirit will not always strive 
with man...” Time after time, we see the Spirit moving upon different people 
doing mighty exploits. 

The third-hour visitation represents the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost (Act 2). The sixth hour represents when the apostles 
went down to Samaria, and the Holy Ghost baptized after Philip had 
preached, and they received with joy the word of God (Acts 8).   The ninth 
hour visit came to the household of Cornelius (Acts 10).

Since the beginning of the twentieth century, there has been a growing 
presence of the Holy Ghost by His anointing upon the Church. In the 1920s 
and 1930s, with the Great Depression, the Spirit made its mark as churches 
were birthed and miracles, signs, and wonders were done. In the 1940s and 
1950s, men and women of God were used in considerable measure in tent 
revivals, and the healing message of hope to the hopeless was received. In 
the 1960s and 1970s with the Charismatic Renewal, we saw believers from 
most mainline denominations being filled with the Spirit.2

Today, there are over 650 million people who embrace Pentecost.3 I 
believe that we are living in the eleventh-hour visitation and until Christ 
himself returns for His Bride, we are going to be like those who agree with 
the landowner on the last visit; will hear our Lord say, well done my Child!

We are called to be separate and to strive to live above the world. 
However, we must also be about the Father’s business. We must be 
empowered by the Holy Spirit and advance the Kingdom.

1  Timothy M. Hill Preaching in the Spirit and Power of Pentecost: Sermons to 
Enrich the Spirit Empowered Life (Cleveland, TN: Pathway Press, 2018) 78-90.

2  Hill, 89-90.
3  Hill, 87.
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Rev. Scotty Poole

The Poole family. Scotty Poole 
serves as the World Missions 
Executive Director for the 
Congregational Holiness Church.

Not too long ago, I received a telephone call from a young minister that I had the 
privilege to pastor and mentor.  In that phone call, I found out that he was being 
considered to become a pastor of a church.  It was exciting to see a young man 

I had helped to mentor continuing to mature into a Church leader.  Now don’t get me 
wrong this young man is gifted and anointed by God, has the faith to believe God for the 
impossible, and the willingness and humbleness to follow Gods call, so I did not make 
him, but through God divine direction I was allowed to be one of the shapers in his life.  
This journey was a two-way street.  He had to be willing to be mentored, and I had to 
make a conscious decision that I would take the time to help him to develop into the man 
God called him to be.  It was a sacrifice on both our parts.  Giving and taking, trusting and 
following, seeking and finding was what we both had to do to for the mentoring process to 
work effectively.  The results, so far, is a maturing leader in the Kingdom of God to continue 
the work of the cross.  I feel blessed to have a small part in the process.

I had a few mentors in my life.  Dwayne Ryals, my brother-in-law, spent hours with 
me discussing how you know you are called to preach, and although I didn’t realize it at 
the time, those discussions had a massive impact on my ministry life.  Pastor Ruel Martin, 
my pastor, as a young boy, taught me through, words and deeds, what the love of God is.  
He took the time that I would know, not about him, Jesus, as the lover of my soul.  Lastly, 
Pastor Roland Arrowood mentored me in becoming a Spirit-filled minister.  He never 
forced anything on me, but he led me with God’s word and then allowed me to minister 
what I had learned.  Without these men in my life (and there are others as well) I seriously 
doubt I would be where I am today.  God calls and anoints, but he uses humanity to 
develop one another.

I have entitled this article “Follow, then go.” I think a great example of mentoring is 
Paul to Timothy.  As a young man, Timothy follows Paul to the mission field.  He served 
alongside Paul, but Paul was the one that was leading and teaching.  Timothy was a good 
student because while he was still young (1Timothy 4:12), Paul left him in Ephesus to 
establish the church. Paul also gave Timothy directions in mentoring (2 Timothy 2:2) and 
finds faithful men to invest in them so they can, in turn, invest in others.  We must do the 
same. We must do as Paul and other leaders and invest in the younger ministers then allow 
them to minister and become mentors to someone themselves.  

FOLLOW, THEN GO

2019 North Georgia Senior Camp
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Executive 
Director’s 
Report

In May, I attended and 
ministered the Honduras 
Women’s Conference along 
with Women’s Ministry 
Executive Director Wanda 
Murray and several other 
attendees for the USA.  It 
was a powerful conference 
as well as a great time of 
fellowship with key leaders 
in Honduras.  Also in May, I 
traveled to Belize along with 
Matt Turner to purchase 
property in the community of 
More Tomorrow for a new CH 
church. We also completed 
the registration of the CHC 
in Belize.  We hosted our 
second Missionary Intern 
at the Headquarters in May; 
Summer Willingham served 
the office well.

In June we hosted a group 
for Aruba. Pastor Roel and 
Rowena Tangco and several 
of the members of Zion 
Worship.  They ministered 
in several youth camps and 
church services while in the 
USA.  Summer Willingham 
departed for her month-long 
internship in Honduras.

July was a busy month as 
well.  The SMYLE 2019 trip 
was to La Ceiba, Honduras 
at White Field Missions with 
Allen and Vicky Skelton.  
We had a group of 9 that 
went and ministered in 
several different settings 
and churches.  Seeing the 
children being blessed and 
loved was in itself a great 
blessing.  At the end of the 
month, Bishop Hanson and 
I traveled to Mexico for the 
Mexico Youth Conference.  
We both taught from our We 
Believe book teaching our 
young church members in 
Mexico about the doctrine of 
the CHC.

MINISTRY IN INDIA
By Lata Lincoln

Everywhere we go in Indian villages 
we see hundreds and thousands 
of children! India is the world’s 

youngest nation with more than 40% 
population under 15yrs of age. Reaching 
them with the gospel is our heavenly 
vision and calling.

Three years back, we started this 
particular ministry in the region of 
Khammam where 120 leaders (youth 
studying in colleges) were trained and 
put under one dynamic leader Prasanna 
Kumar. Now over 6000 children are systematically becoming disciples very week.

Then last year we expanded it to another region in our state called Kurnool where again 
God gave us a young couple who were excited to take up this task, Sudha Rani and Balraj. They 
were dedicated in front of 100 village Pastors and assigned the work of equipping the youth 
from these churches and reach out to the un-churched children in their communities. The 
next month 100 youths were gathered, trained, and were put to work. So far 25 clubs have been 
started reaching 900 kids, more are on their way!

n  THERE ARE MORE REGIONS! 
n  MORE LEADERS ARE REQUIRED!
n  MORE LEADERS ARE REQUIRED.  
n  MORE RESOURCES ARE REQUIRED.
n  MORE PARTNERS ARE REQUIRED.

We are praying and trusting God to His job!

FWS’S PromiSed Land ChiLdren’S home
Seventy-five precious children are growing in these premises, under divine influence! The 

enemy planned to shatter their dreams, but God designed otherwise! He is building them up 
and working to lead them into their destinies!

More are applying to come in! Already we need regular sponsorship for 36 more children, 
without which we cannot meet all the needs of these kids! Basic Amenities need to be provided, 
and they need to be sent to School!

Now 36 kids NEED new families that would adopt them by paying $50 a month and ten more 
awaits admission.

 

WidoWS emPoWerment!
In every village, we find needy widows who desperately 

require the touch of the Master! When we do help them 
without any tags attached, people see the good works and 
glorify our God!

Hundreds of women are empowered through the skill 
of sewing & tailoring! Their lives have been drastically 
changed, and they have grown love towards the Lord who 
inspires us to do such works. Through the partnership of 
precious people like you, we can even supply them with the 
TOOLS!  Sewing Machines were given to each one of them 
FREE of COST!

We have immediate requirement of 80 Sewing machines 
to start centers in new places which we are postponing for 
lack of provision.

Each Sewing Machine with training for a widow costs 
$200 (120 for sewing machine and training cost for six 
months $80)

One-time investment in widow’s life makes a big 
difference in her and her children‘s life.

SMYLE 2019 Team

Land purchase in Belize

Land purchased in More Tomorrow, Belize. A church 
will be built here.
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The Congregational Holiness Church had eight fantastic camps take place in June around 
the United States. The CHC has some amazing men and women who serve as Christian 
Education Directors, board members, and workers who put together these camps each 

year. Throughout the month, God saved, delivered, baptized in the Holy Ghost, and called into 
ministry dozens, if not hundreds, of students. We are thankful for all the hard work that many 
people have done to sow into our students in the United States. The Lord is working among our 
students and drawing them into a closer relationship with Him. What God began in the lives of 
our students who attended camps is just the beginning of what He has in store for them. Should 
the Lord pause His return, our students will become leaders, many of them are already leaders in 
their local churches. May we continue to encourage and pray for our CH students to follow God’s 
call. Below are a few testimonies from students in different districts sharing what youth camp 
meant to them and how the Lord changed their lives.

2019 CHC YOUTH CAMPS

2019 West Carolina Senior Camp
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Ezekiel Sawyers - Age 14 - Virginia District

 I really enjoyed camp and it blessed me and the people around

me. I thank DeeDee and Elva and all the people who helped with

camp. I couldn’t ask for a better camp.

Destiny Arwood - Age 18 - North Georgia 

        The North Georgia Youth Camp has been a wonderful experience for me the

previous two years. I've served as a junior camp counselor and have attended

senior camp. After attending this past year's Youth Camp, I feel that I grew a lot,

spiritually, and have grown closer to God. Each speaker spoke on "finding your

identity" and challenged me to be more of myself in the future. I've encountered

some unique experiences that can only be obtained by attending the North

Georgia Youth Camp, and it has truly changed my life. I look forward to

volunteering / attending many more Youth Camps in the future."

I’ve been going to youth camp since I was about 7 and every year I expect even greater things to happen. This

year I was able to lead worship and teach music at kids camp along with going to big kids camp, and I felt that

God was going to do amazing things. On the last night, I had some of the little girls that I had formed close

bonds with come to my room and asked me to sing with them. At that moment, I realized that God had moved

through me into those kids, and I was so happy. The next day after the kids left, something happened that I

would’ve never expected. As I was sitting in my dorm with some of my best friends, I felt overwhelmed with

sadness, and I broke down crying. I just felt a heavyweight of sorrow over me, and I had the feeling that I wasn’t

good enough even after the fantastic experiences I was able to have at kids camp. All-day, I walked around, and

all of my friends could tell something was wrong. That night in service it talked about not letting the thoughts

the devil puts in your mind get to you, and I went to the altar and prayed my heart out in tears because I knew I

had let it get to me. After that, as I was walking out, one of my best friends pulled me over and said he needed to

tell me something. He said that hearing me sing at kids camp and hearing how I use my voice to share my story

through singing made him so proud of me and that he felt that I was going to do amazing things for the

kingdom of God. At that moment, I felt that weight lift off me, and I knew that what I had done in the past week

was for Gods way and that I am good enough. Payton Zuehlke - West Carolina

This year at camp was a wonderful experience! God showed me His

unconditional love every single day, and He always taught me that He was

there through all the good and all the rough patches in life. I remember one

night at service when God's spirit came over every one of us, and I felt God's

beautiful presence that night, and it was so amazing! Everyone I spoke with

was at a loss for words to describe how special that moment was! Something

that I will surely never forget was witnessing how many campers that week

got saved, and that filled my heart with so much joy! 

This year God showed me that I'm never alone and that 

if I'm feeling down or defeated there is something 

greater and it is God, and I can put it in his hands 

because I am a part of God's Team! This year was so 

awesome, and I can't wait until next year!

Sarah Alcantara - Age 16- Virginia District

I have been in church my entire life, but never

before have I experienced Jesus like I did this year

at youth camp. Our theme was Return to Jesus,

and I surely did. I received the Holy Ghost and

spoke in tongues for the first time and accepted my

calling to preach the word of God. I pray that every

person that attends youth camp gives it all to Jesus

so they can experience 

Jesus the way I  have. Youth 

camp was amazing. I thank 

God for all the people who 

made it possible.

Gracie Davis - Age 13 - South Alabama
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Dr. Matthew Turner

The Turner family: Matthew, 
Anna & Elia. Matthew serves the 
Congregational Holiness Church 
as the Mission USA Director.

His voice must have been shocking to hear for the first time. When God first spoke 
to Jeremiah, he was a young man. Jeremiah was not convinced that he was the 
man God needed to use because of his age. It is very likely that he was between the 

ages of 17-21 and had never been used in ministry before. If this was the case, Jeremiah’s 
reaction is very understandable. However, his thoughts about himself and objections to 
the call did not alter what God wanted him to accomplish. God spoke to Jeremiah and 
said, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart” 
(Jer. 1:5, NIV). 

    God assured Jeremiah of two great truths that He speaks over all of us still today. 
First, your life began before you were born. I don’t mean you existed on some distant 
world or universe, but in the mind of God, in His grand plan for the world, He already 
created you. Just as He told Jeremiah, He knew you before you were born. It doesn’t matter 
what limitations that you may feel you have; God already knew who you were going to 
be and still chose you to come into this world the year you were born because He has a 
great purpose for you. Secondly, God told Jeremiah that he was created to be different, to 
stand out, to be used by Him. What Jeremiah would come to learn is being different is a 
requirement to follow the Lord. 

    Beloved, you cannot be a follower of Christ and be the same as the world. While 
God accepts you for who you are, He does not save you to keep you the same. He begins 
the work of sanctification, making you more like Christ. God molds you, and he works 
on your speech, so you do not sound like the rest of the world. He shapes your desires 
and passions, so your actions began to line up with His will. God works on your mind, so 
your thoughts begin to think of goodness instead of evilness. He makes you different. I 
want to encourage you, no matter what age you may be, to stand out. I want to challenge 
to “come out from among them” and be different! Get involved in your youth group, 
adult ministries, your school, and your job and stand out so that others will see Christ 
in you. The direction that God wants you to walk is against the grain compared to many 
of your peers. There was a moment in Jesus’s ministry when thousands were following 
Him. However, when Jesus began to call them to walk a different path from the rest of the 
world, the Bible says that “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
followed him” (Jn. 6:66, NIV). Those followers were not up to the task of being different. 
Are you?

DIFFERENT

2019 Central Georgia Junior Camp
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Rev. Julio Diaz

Pastor Julio Diaz and family. 
Julio is the Senior Pastor of Case 
Familiar in Austell, Georgia.

OUT FROM AMONG THEM
All young people have struggled or are struggling, to fit in, to be part of the bunch 

that always seems to make us feel accepted. Although we are young Christians, 
we have been attracted by the popularity of those who are not followers of Christ. 

Being truthful, all of us at some point in our lives have been inside the secular world, 
maybe in different ways, but we have been there. I was born in the gospel, and I am the 
son of pastors. I remember that when I arrived in this country, I was only 17 years old. I 
wanted to experience everything that people in the world did. For a few years, I became 
a person of the “bunch,” because I wanted to be among those people. However, nothing 
satisfied me until God spoke to me one day and told me, “you are not of those people; 
you are one of the chosen.”

There are no traits or requirements needed to be part of the secular world. In 
contrast, there are requirements in order to be put in God’s special places. God made 
me see that He chose me to be among the special places. The chosen ones are not in 
just any place; they are in God’s special places. Think about the best clothing brands, 
the best brand of cars. These things are not among the regular places; they are in 
exclusive places. As a young man, God made me see that I was special, that he had 
chosen me from a pile to a special place. That is why God wants us to understand that 
what each one of us represents cannot be contaminated by the piles of pleasures that 
this world offers. 

I like how Corinthians chapter 6 ends, the last verse says:

“And will be a Father to you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:18

Matthew 20:16 says:

So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.

This is His promise.  But this will only happen when we decide to leave the secular 
world. Only then, we are positioned to be among the chosen ones!  

God bless you!

2019 Hispanic Conference Houston, Texas
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Rev. Ronald cook

Ronald and Tonya Cook. Ronald 
Cook serves as the Men’s Ministries 
Executive Director for the 
Congregational Holiness Church.

The word of God demands that we come out from the world and be 
a separated people, but at the same time it tells us in John 17:15-17 
“I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but thou 

shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world. Sanctify them thru thy truth, thy word is truth.”

Understanding that Jesus said we are the light of the world that we 
should let our lights so shine that men might see our good works and 
glorify the Father which is in Heaven, we often cannot associate with the 
ones in the past as we did before our conversion but should never forsake 
the sinner. Remember one day we were sinners as well but by the grace of 
God, He brought us out. Be wise as serpents, harmless as doves and spread 
the gospel message to a lost and dying world. All our summer youth camps 
and Campmeetings are now a part of the past, and I was blessed to attend 
many and see lives touched and changed. We now look forward to things 
coming the remainder of the year. Time swiftly passes, and we are making 
preparations for the Men’s Empowerment Conference of 2020. Information 
about this event will be out soon. Our theme will be “20/20 Vision”. I love 
and appreciate you all and what you do for the kingdom of God!

MEN'S MINISTRY

2019 North Alabama Camp
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Rev. Brian Willingham

The Willingham family: 
Brian, Rebecca, Zach and Ally. 
Brian is the Royal Rangers 
National Commander for the 
Congregational Holiness Church.

As we forge farther into the unchartered territory of the twenty-first century, 
a question arises in my mind. Is the unfettered effort of most Pentecostal 
denominations to stay trendy- even at the expense of those values which made us 

what God called us to be?
Now don’t get me wrong. I am not opposed to doing all we can to stay on the cutting 

edge of evangelism. Nor am I suggesting that we return to antiquated traditions which 
were nothing more than the closely held opinions of mere men.  I am thankful that, for 
the most part, we seem to have learned that Holiness is much more than following a set of 
strict legalistic rules. 

My concern stems from the fact that we as mortal humans usually tend to deal with life 
on one extreme or the other. Whereas many Holiness folks may have once been very self-
righteous in their approach to Christian living, the opposite is generally true today. Today, 
the church is known- not for legalism- but permissiveness.  

Even at my young age, I can recall a time when the word “Holiness” meant something 
to us. And we wore our belief in Holiness like a badge of honor.  I can remember the stories 
shared by many of our elderly ministers of a time when Holiness people were almost a 
novelty to the world around them. Nowadays, when I hear of the Pentecostal pioneers who 
stood out from the crowd, who were persecuted for their radical Christianity, it sounds so 
outdated.

Somehow, I am convinced that our ability to navigate the hazardous political climate of our time will not rest in our ability 
to garner likes and shares on our social media accounts. Nor can we expect to preach hope to a dying world if our only concern 
is to fit in with the everchanging crowd around us. Instead, we must hark back to a time when we understood that God had 
called us to come out from the world and be separate from them.  

As I look at the young men and women attending our youth camps and participating in our children’s ministries,  I often 
silently reminisce about the late nights after camp meeting services when I sat at the feet of some of our most seasoned 
ministers and heard the anguish in their voices as they wondered aloud who will carry the mantle of Holiness when they are 
gone.

Today I speak to each of you who read my words. God is calling a generation of believers out from among THEM. 
He is calling us out of the shadows of unbelief. He is calling us forth from the tombs of despair, from the darkness of 
discouragement, from the drowsiness of spirit which leads us to believe that it is okay to march to the drumbeat of this sinful 
world. He is calling us to Himself. He is calling us to Holiness. He is calling us to make a difference.  I, for one, have a great 
desire to answer that call. Do you?  

Today many of our men are answering the call to serve in our Royal Rangers ministry. Their time and efforts make a 
difference in the lives of young men every day. You can join them! As always, we stand ready to assist you as you minister to the 
future young men of your local church. 

ANSWERING THE CALL

2019 Royal Rangers U.S.S Yorktown Trip
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by: Anna York
Central Georgia  
Women’s Ministry Director

Rev. Wanda Murray

Wanda Murray is the Women’s 
Ministries Executive Director.

GOD'S KEEPING POWER
I am thankful that Jesus first tugged on my heart at the age of 11 at youth camp. I remember walking back to the dorm feeling 

as if I was floating six inches above the ground! I would even try kicking a pinecone along the way to see if I was really on 
the ground. My home was an excellent Christian environment, and my parents had guarded my heart and life with their 

daily prayers, so my heart was tender and ready to receive the Lord. But when I returned to school, my prayer life dwindled, 
and I soon found myself in Satan’s traps. But every day, the Lord was chasing me with His love and mercy. When I went out 
with friends, I would pray not to be in a wreck and die until I had the opportunity to give my heart back to God. His conviction 
power is so strong!  But for some reason, I kept resisting Him. Maybe we do that because we think we are giving up control. 
But Jesus takes what we have and makes it better! Satan takes what we have and destroys us. When I finally surrendered and 
stopped running, at age 17, a tremendous “load” lifted from my shoulders, just like it had the first time! I did not realize I was 
carrying the load of the guilt of sin, but I immediately had more joy than I’d ever felt before! Soon I realized that He had also 
given me a love for others I had never experienced before. 

God’s “keeping power” kept me from so many sins some of my friends experienced. My friends have told me how the 
things they did torment their minds still today and how much they regret the pain it caused their parents. The Bible tells us 
in 1 Timothy 4:12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, 

in spirit, in faith, in purity.” God wants to raise our youth to be beacons for Him in this 
dark world. His plan is for our hearts and minds to be preserved and protected for His 
purpose.  Jeremiah 29:11 says For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the 
LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” Satan controls us 
with drama and trauma. God’s plans are made plain and clear, and they are all for our good! 
But even when we mess up, His grace, mercy, and love still beckons us back and covers all 
our sins. I’ve never regretted whole-heartedly giving my life to the Lord and not becoming 
entangled with the world. Jesus and I have experienced many exciting adventures together, 
and He has taken me places I would never have imagined! 

Many young people are spending all their spare time pursuing sports and other extra-
curricular activities that do not pertain to any ministry in which they can give back to the 
Lord. I challenge each of you to invest in music lessons to use in your church. Or volunteer 
to promote your church and its activities on social media. Or give your artistic talents back 
to the youth ministries. Or participate in community outreaches until you find your very 
own “niche!” There is so much we can do to bring glory to God. And by bringing Him glory, 
we lift Him up so sinners will be drawn to Him. In John 12:32, Jesus says If I be lifted up …, 
[I] will draw all men unto me. THAT is your purpose in life! No one is too young to lift up 
Jesus! Aim to let that light He has given you shine! Don’t hide it! And I challenge all pastors 
to use our youth in as many services of the church as possible. If necessary, pair them with 
elders so they can be taught. Young minds and youthful energy are valuable resources!

2019 Virginia Junior Camp
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Tonya Cook

Tonya Cook serves as the 
Missionettes Executive Director 
for the Congregational Holiness 
Church.

DON'T YA WANNA GO?
I recall as a small child, that church wasn’t just a Sunday morning routine in our 

household, but it was a way of life. My parents stressed the love for Jesus and being 
together with all the saints. My earliest memories are those of Sunday school, church 

signings, and revivals. Any time the doors were open, I wanted to be there. 
When I was around six, I knew I wanted this as my way of life and that I always wanted 

Jesus to be the center of it all. I’m so thankful I never wanted the things of this world 
and that He instilled a longing in my heart always to want to work for Him.  Was I always 
perfect, no of course not! Growing up and peer pressure often would creep in, but I’m 
so glad His tug was ever that much stronger. It wasn’t until the age of 18 that I truly and 
honestly asked Jesus to take full control of my life. I had lived all those years doing all the 
things I had been taught and loved, but there was still something holding me back, and I 
finally surrendered and gave him my all. He’s never failed me, tho many times I’ve let Him 
down; He has been faithful to me. 

In the featured scripture, 2 Corinthians 6:17 “Wherefore come out from among them; 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 
you.”, the Lord gives specific instructions. I believe we can live in this world and show 
people there is a better way, a better life, and that is thru Jesus. This world truly isn’t our 
home we’re only passing thru. But on the way through may we love each other, show His love, and introduce many to this man 
called Jesus who came to seek and save that which was lost. Young, old, middle-age it doesn’t matter if you don’t know him 
today it’s a great day to come to know Him and let Him take over your life. It’s a decision you will never regret!

As I visited youth camps this past summer, my heart was so blessed to see that we still have a generation rising up and 
seeking after God and His ways. Let us never forget and push them aside at any age but push them towards their calling and 
anointing He has placed on their lives and think back to just where He brought you from! I remember a song as I write this and 
I can feel that stirring in my soul because I know I’m just a pilgrim and a stranger here and I feel that stirring in my soul....how 
about you? Don’t ya wanna go?? Let’s all work together and strive to make Heaven our home!

2019 South Alabama Camp
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Susan Hanson

First Lady Susan Hanson. Susan 
serves the Congregational Holiness 
Church as the Ministers’ Wives 
Director.

Amy Adkins

Amy Adkins, Pastor Jonathan 
Adkins, and family

A PASTOR'S WIFE
What does it mean to be a pastor’s wife? What is her 

role in the church? What is expected of her? How 
can she be successful? These are all questions I 

have asked myself.
As I ponder over these questions, here are some answers 

that I pray can help another first-time pastor’s wife.
I think the phrase “pastor’s wife” can take on a lot of 

meanings. The one that stands out to me the most is, I have 
the awesome opportunity to impact many lives. Mostly by 
helping them find hope in God.

I can be a shoulder to cry on and a listening ear without 
judgment.

I believe my role in the church is to step in wherever 
needed. For example: teach a Sunday school class, be the 
Sunday School Superintendent, keep the nursery, teach 
children’s church, etc. Basically, be prepared to wear many 
hats. Sometimes it might cause you to step out of your 
comfort zone! Just trust God!

I ponder about what is “expected” of me. I should love 
the church with sincere and genuine love, for it is love that 
people need. 

Lastly, I think being a successful pastor’s wife is mostly 
learning from your mistakes. We are not perfect! We are only 
human. We definitely can’t wear our feelings on our sleeves 
and get easily offended. We should give Godly advice and 
set an example.

In conclusion, being a first-time pastor’s wife takes a lot 
of prayer. Pray for your husband and support him. I think 
with prayer, love, and support; you can be a great success!

In Christ’s Love,
Amy Adkins

intro by 
SuSan 
hanSon

Amy Adkins 
writes this 
“Heart to Heart” 
article. I know 
you will enjoy 
this article from 
a first-time 
pastor’s wife. 
Amy Adkins 
is the wife of 
Jonathan Adkins 
who pastors 
Redemption 
Church in 
Forsyth 
Georgia.  She is 
the mother of 
two beautiful 
children.  May 
the Lord bless 
them as they 
work together 
building the 
Kingdom of 
God.

2019 East Carolina Camp
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