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Articles of Faith
1. There is but One living and true God, the
great Creator, and there are three Persons
in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost. Genesis 1:1-27; Matthew
28:19; 1st John 5:7.
2. We believe the Holy Bible to be the
inspired Word of God. 2nd Timothy 3:16;
2nd Peter 1:20, 21.
3. We believe we are justified when we repent
of our sins and believe in Jesus Christ.
Mark 1:15; Acts 13:38-39; Romans 5:1.
4. We believe Sanctification to be a definite
work of grace subsequent to Salvation. St.
John 15:2, 17:16, 17; Ephesians 5:25-27; 1st
John 1:9.
5. We believe in the Baptism with the Holy
Ghost, and speaking in other tongues
as the Spirit gives utterance to be the
initiatory evidence of this experience. Acts
2:4, 19:6, 10:44-46. Since the Spirit gives
the utterance when one is baptized with
the Holy Ghost, we reject the teaching
that one who has received the Baptism
of the Holy Ghost can speak in tongues
at will, without the Spirit prompting the
utterance.
6. We believe in divine healing for the body.
Acts 3:2-12, 9:32-43, 5:15, 16; James 5:14. We
do not condemn medical science.
7. We believe every gift we receive from God,
including divine healing, comes through
the merits of the atonement. Romans 5:11;
James 1:16-17.
8. We believe in the operation of the nine
Gifts of the Spirit. We also believe in the
manifestation of the nine Fruit of the
Spirit and recognize that these should be
present in the life of every believer. 1st
Corinthians 12:1-12; Galatians 5:22-23.
9. We believe in the imminent rapture of the
church, and the personal, pre-millennial
Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Acts 1:10, 11; 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18;
Revelation 1:7.
10. We, as a church, believe in the eternal
redemption of all saints who are faithful
to the end. Matthew 24:13; Revelation 2:10.
We reject the theory of “once in grace
always in grace” regardless of conduct. 1st
Corinthians 10:12; Galatians 5:4.
11. We believe all who die out of Christ will
be punished eternally, but those who die
in Him shall share in His glory forever.
Daniel 12:2; Matthew 24:46; St. John 5:29;
Jude 7.
12. We believe the Bride of Christ is
composed of the entire spiritual church.
1st Corinthians 12:25; 2nd Corinthians 11:2;
Galatians 3:28, 29; Ephesians 4:16, 5:23-33;
Revelation 19:7, 8.
13. We believe in the sacredness of marriage
between one man and one woman. We
promote commitment to strong family
values. Ephesians 5:31-33, 6:1-4; Hebrews
13:4; Matthew 19:5; Leviticus 18:22; Genesis
2:24.
14. We require all our ministers to speak the
same thing and that there be no division
among us in doctrine concerning our
Articles of Faith. 1st Corinthians 1:10.
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Mrs. Simmons

“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn
and become like children,
you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.”
–Matthew 18:3

L

ooking forward to this upcoming season of Christmas, I like to reflect on
just how good God has been to my family and me this past year. We have
faced several trials and tests, had to say goodbye to loved ones too soon, and
walked with friends and neighbors through the same, but we have also celebrated
incredible victories, loving families, and new doors God has opened to us. In
short, I can say one thing with certainty; God is Faithful. The Charity Gail song,
Great is His Faithfulness, says it best, “In grief and glory great is His faithfulness!”
When thinking about Christmas, I can never get past how God has never left me
or forsaken me and has made it possible for me to know Him, and it all began on
this earth with the precious birth of Jesus
our Lord a little over 2000 years ago. Great
has been, Great is, and Great will be His
faithfulness!
I also think about children when I
think about Christmas. It is a season for
children. With the joyfulness, the singing,
the colors, the lights, the Christmas plays
at church, the swapping of gifts, and the
excitement of drawing names in Sunday
School class, Christmas is always full of
Bishop Scotty Poole
anticipation. One of the reasons I think of
children when I think about Christmas is a
Bishop Scotty Poole serves as the
lady named Mrs. Mildred Simmons.
General Superintendent of the CHC.

Mrs. Simmons was my
Sunday School teacher at
my church. However, I did
not regularly attend due to
my mother caring for my
grandparents. But every year
(it seemed like this went on
for 20 years but was only 2
or 3 years), Mrs. Simmons
would call and tell me that
she had a place for me in the
Mrs. Mildred Simmons
church play and her Sunday
School class Christmas
activities. Even though I did
not attend regularly, Mrs.
Simmons made sure I was
never left out. The easy thing
for her was to just focus on
the ones in her class, but she
made sure she included all
she could. When I began to
pastor, I would think about
how special Mrs. Simmons
made me feel many years
later. I decided that Christmas
at our church would be about
the children. We developed a
play that every child that came
to church on that Sunday
was welcome to be in the
Christmas play because, like
Mrs. Simmons, I wanted ALL
the children to know the joy
of Christmas and what Jesus
had done for us. That first
Christmas play was in 1996
and has been a part of the
church Christmas play every
year since, involving every
child that wanted to be a part.
I always thought Mrs.
Simmons was just being nice
–Bishop Poole
and not leaving me out, but
I realized that she was teaching (knowingly or unknowingly)
me about Christmas. What makes Christmas special is the
children. Jesus, the Savior of the world, came as a babe in a
manger, and so much celebrating and joy surrounded His
birth. The details surrounding His birth were intricate, but the
joy of His birth overshadowed the difficulties. Matthew 18:3
says, “unless you turn and become like children” is our only
way to be a part of the kingdom. Christmas teaches me once
again how to become a child. The excitement of knowing
that God gave me the gift of His Son, the joy that I feel with
every gift I receive, and the tremendous peace that I gain from
knowing Jesus is my Savior. I am an adult now, but thanks to
Mrs. Simmons, I will forever be a child at Christmas!

Christmas

teaches me
once again how
to become
a child. The
excitement of
knowing that
God gave me
the gift of His
Son, the joy
that I feel with
every gift I
receive, and the
tremendous
peace that
I gain from
knowing Jesus
is my Savior.
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“THE MOST

Wonderful

TIME OF THE YEAR”

Rev. Jonathan
Fitzpatrick
Rev. Jonathan Fitzpatrick serves
the CHC as World Mission
Executive Director.

W

hat makes Christmas come alive to me? What
makes it special? When you are a Christian, it is
the fact that we celebrate the birth of our Lord,
and rightly so. But there are also a few other things that
make Christmas special to me.
One is music. Along with the traditional Christmas
hymns, many of us sing in church; there are several others I
like as well. While I don’t have the space to discuss them all,
one hits the nail on the head for me. It’s the Andy Williams
song “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year.” Isn’t that
true? In my observations over the years, people seem to
be more friendly, happier, more willing to give to different
needs, and so forth during this time of year. The Salvation
Army bell ringers evidence this. After all, they don’t come
out in July even though the Salvation Army could use the
money year-round. The Marine Corps Reserve “Toys for
Tots” program is another example of the giving spirit during
the Christmas season. Think about it. How often do we use
the words “Marine” and “toy” in the same sentence? Unless
4
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the word “toy” is used as a euphemism for things such as
rifles or hand grenades, we don’t. There is just something
wonderful about this time of year that opens up our
awareness of the needs of others both locally and globally.
That’s why many of you participated in the Christmas
Shoeboxes this year (THANK YOU FOR THAT BY THE WAY!).
You saw the global need, and you wanted to help to meet
it. Also, many of our churches help families in their local
community during this time of year in addition to what they
may do regularly.
Something else that makes Christmas the most
wonderful time of the year for me is the movies. Sometimes
I end up getting interested in a Christmas “chick flick” or two
on Lifetime, but I prefer Christmas comedies like “The Santa
Clause” and “Home Alone.” These are even more special
when our family can be together to watch them. I have a
tradition of watching those movies every year, but I don’t
start viewing them until after Thanksgiving.
Last but certainly not least, there is a tradition that

I want to conclude by
wishing you and your
family a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year from my
family and me.

makes Christmas the most
wonderful time of the year
to me because it focuses on
the love, grace, and goodness of
Christ. As a pastor, I always made
sure we had a candlelight communion
service. It was always on a Sunday evening
when it was dark outside. We would dim the lights on
cue, play several heart-warming Christmas songs using
soundtracks so the musicians could participate also.
Before each song was played, a volunteer (I liked to use
teens and children as much as possible) would read a
verse or passage of Scripture that was likely the inspiration
for the song. For instance, someone would read Luke
1:26-29, where the angel speaks to Mary. The passage
ends with these words, “But when she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of
greeting this was.” Then “Mary Did You Know?” would
be played following the reading. After all the Scriptures

were read, and the songs were
played, everyone would come down
to the communion table and take
communion from the sacraments sitting
on it. Once they finished with communion,
one by one, they would light a candle and take it
back to their seat. The room would gradually get brighter
and brighter as more candles were lit. It was a beautiful
reminder that Jesus, born of a virgin, was the Light of the
world, the true Son of the living God. It has always been a
very special service that everyone looks forward to each
year. If you would like a free copy of the order of service,
visit www.getmoreflags.org/communion to download it.
I want to conclude by wishing you and your family
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from
my family and me. I pray that your traditions will make
Christmas come alive to you as the most WONDERFUL
time of the year. God bless you all!
–Rev. Jonathan Fitzpatrick
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M

others are often called the “heart of
the home.” Moms organize, plan,
and execute so many things inside
the home, so it’s no wonder we’re called the
heart. After years of waiting, I finally became
a mother for the first time in 2017. Naturally,
Christmas was at the top of my list of one
of the most exciting holidays to share with
my new baby. I knew all her excitement and
wonder at the lights and gifts would be so fun.
I was so excited about her first Christmas
that I started planning it before she was born.
Yes, I’m a planner, and I usually like to make
holidays and special occasions extra special.
I first went to Pinterest, aka the best app ever,
to begin my planning.
I started planning all the things we could
do and see, but the importance of Christmas
hit me at that moment. I was going to be a
mother, and I had to teach my children about
Jesus. Not just some passing thought about
the season, but mine and my husband’s
responsibility to disciple them and make
Jesus known struck me.
Suddenly my thoughts about Christmas
for my baby changed. I wanted to make sure
she knew the reason we were celebrating.
What would I want her to remember about
Christmas? How would I teach her about
Jesus? So many questions began running
through my mind. The responsibility of
raising her to know Jesus beyond presents
and lights became evident.
Deuteronomy 6:7 gives us an example
of when we should teach our children the
commandments. While this is from the Old
Testament, it is applicable for us today: “You
shall teach them diligently to your children
and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you rise.”
Advent provides a framework to teach our
children more about the birth of Jesus while
we “sit in our house.”
The word Advent means “coming” in Latin.
Through Advent, we use the four Sundays and
weeks leading up to Christmas to prepare and
remind our kids of the meaning of Christmas.
Each Sunday, we come together as a family
for a meal and light that week’s candle. We
read scripture and talk about the meaning of
the candle for the week. The following nights
we continue to light the candle at dinner and
recite our memory verse together.

6
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Advent helps our family focus on Jesus together during a
busy season that we can so easily get distracted. I realized it is so
important to start these lessons as early as possible. Children are
important; Jesus taught us that lesson (Matthew 19:14). Studies
show that our behaviors and views are usually developed when
we are young, preteen young. Most Americans “make a lasting
determination about the personal significance of Christ’s death and
resurrection by age 12” (Barna.com).
While Advent is only four weeks, it was a great start for our family
to begin discipling our young children because starting now is what
matters. I wanted to find creative ways to share Advent and make
Christmas memorable through our family traditions. After studying
Advent, its history, and its purpose, I decided to create a guide for us
to use each year.

When my children grow up, I
“don’t
want them to think of me

as the heart of the home. Instead,
I want them to know that Jesus
is the heart of our home just as
we light the center candle of our
Advent wreath for Him.

”

Once I began creating this tool for my own family, I thought
others might find it beneficial. So, in 2019, I made the Christmas
Advent Guide filled with instructions for Advent, memory verses,
crafts, and more intended to use for our family. I shared it with
others, and since then, over 700 families and groups have used the
guide to help their families focus on Jesus during Christmas. I know
the guide has helped my family focus on Jesus during Christmas,
and I pray it has others as
well.
When my children grow
up, I don’t want them to think
of me as the heart of the
home. Instead, I want them
to know that Jesus is the
heart of our home just as we
light the center candle of our
Advent wreath for Him. He
holds our family together, not
Anna Kate Turner
me. He leads their daddy, not
Anna Kate Turner is the wife of
me. Jesus is most definitely
Dr. Matthew Turner. Her blog and
the heart of Christmas, and
creative resources can be found at
I also want Him always to be
turnerlittles.com.
the heart of our home.
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C

hristmas has transformed for me over my life, as I am sure it has for
everyone. When I was a boy, Christmas meant new toys and gadgets. I
was one of those kids who went looking for my Christmas presents that I
knew my parents had “expertly” hidden somewhere in the house. However, no
matter how good of a job they thought they did, I always managed to find them.
Once found, I could not wait for Christmas morning to play with my newest
toys. As I became a little older, I remember that Christmas started to shift from
what I could get to what I could give others. The excitement of gift-giving was
amplified in my life when I started dating my soon-to-be wife, Anna Kate. The
only problem with trying to impress
someone with a gift is money. When
Anna and I first started dating, we
both were still in college and working
a few part-time jobs. As a result, our
gift-giving to each other resulted in
simple and often very inexpensive
gifts.
When our children were born,
Christmas yet again shifted. We
certainly still get excited about
purchasing gifts, particularly for
Dr. Matthew Turner
our children. However, Christmas
means so much more to us than the
The Turner Family. Matthew,
simple gifts we give our children
Anna Kate, Elia, and Edyth.
and each other. Now, Christmas is
Matthew serves at the Mission
an opportunity. Not to lavash one
USA Administrator for the CHC.
another with gifts, but an opportunity

8
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“What a blessing
it is to be
entrusted with
the opportunity
to share the
news that Jesus
left all of Heaven
and came to this
world to be born
as a baby.”

to make the truth of the Christmas story come alive in the
hearts and minds of my children.
While keeping watch over their sheep, shepherds were
out in the field and an angel appears before them with the
glory of the Lord shining all around them (Luke 2:9). What
an incredible sight it must have been that night. The angel
spoke and said, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy which will be to all people” (Luke
2:10). As you read this proclamation from the angel, you
feel the excitement in the voice of the angel. The word
“tidings” is an old-fashioned word meaning “recent news.”
The angel who spoke with the shepherds that night said,
“I am bringing you recent news that you will love to hear.”
It was good news, amazing and wonderful news! Mary has
given birth to the Son of God, and He is the Savior of the
world. Indeed, it was and still is the very best news.
As a parent, I have an incredible responsibility and a
fantastic opportunity to share “good tidings of great joy”
with my children. What a blessing it is to be entrusted
with the opportunity to share the news that Jesus left all
of Heaven and came to this world to be born as a baby.
To live, grow, and ultimately die and be raised from the
grave so that salvation could be afforded to my two girls
and my third child which will be born in 2022. This is the
tremendous opportunity I have this Christmas to share
the good news of the Gospel with my children.
My oldest child has gotten to the age where we
can begin to teach her the stories of the Bible. She has
fascinating reactions to the miracles of Scripture. Her
eyes will widen as she asks, “did that really happen?” It
is always a joy to be able to affirm to her the stories in
Scripture are indeed true and really happened.
Beloved, may I encourage you to allow this
Christmas to be an opportunity to share the “good
tidings of great joy” with someone around you.
Parents, I challenge you not to let this Christmas
season be filled with the craziness that this time of
year is often filled with. We become so busy trying
to make it to every Christmas gathering and trying
to get the best deal on gifts. Let this season cause us
all to slow down and remember the true reason for
the season! I pray that this Christmas transforms for
you and becomes more about Him rather than what
we can give or get. I pray this Christmas becomes an
opportunity for Christ to come alive for you and your
family!
–by Matthew Turner

Merry
Christmas
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FOREVER SETTLED IN HEAVEN

I

f your social media newsfeed looks anything like mine, you have probably
seen dozens of memes protesting COVID-19 vaccine mandates. While there
may be some legitimacy to the idea of government overreach, these are not
unprecedented times. Government-enforced mandates were a very real part of the
political and social climate surrounding the birth of Jesus. In those days, Caesar
decreed (mandated) that all the world should be taxed. It was in this context that
Christ the Savior was born.
In times like these, it is easy to become frustrated with the tumultuous world
around us. Even modern church culture is punctuated with cynicism. Somehow
we have created a brand of American Christianity that is defined –not by the Bible,
Rev. Brian Willingham
but by the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Thus we mourn over election results,
government restrictions, and immoral government leaders. We seem to have the
Brian is the Men’s Ministry
mistaken idea that religious freedom and freedom in Christ are the same thing. They
Executive Director for the
are not!
Congregational Holiness Church.
Beloved: we are made free by the blood of Jesus our Messiah! We are no longer
enslaved to sin, condemnation, or fear! There is no power on earth that can bind the
soul liberated by the power of grace! Therefore, we should adjust our outlook accordingly.
For this reason, I am thankful for the Christmas season. I am thankful that God loved us so much that He would send His
only Son to give us hope and peace greater than the chaos around us. We have the message the world needs to hear!
As we transition from season to season, we must remember that the Word of God remains forever settled in Heaven. That
there is no shadow of turning with our Heavenly Father. He is still God! He is still in control. He is still faithful to His children!
We are thankful for the ministry opportunities ahead of us in the year to come. Soon, we will gather in Griffin, Georgia
for our annual Men’s
Empowerment Conference.
But there’s more! By the time
I write to you again, you
will have heard about many
more Men’s Ministry projects
that are almost ready for
rollout. My hope is that every
man in our denomination
will join us on this journey
to become mighty men of
faith! There is much work to
do! If we are passive in our
approach to Kingdom work,
then God will raise up men
in other places to do His will.
But who can tell whether we
were all born for such a time
as this?
From all of us on the
General Men’s Ministry
Board, we wish our
Congregational Holiness
Church family a very Merry
Christmas and a New Year
blessed by God’s favor!
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Giving

THE SEASON OF

I

bought my first Christmas presents this week. It took me fighting with heavy traffic,
walking through thick crowds, and standing in long lines to find that perfect present for
that special someone. Pardon me for sounding like Scrooge, but aren’t prices expensive?
Forgive me for sounding like the Grinch, but is gift-giving necessary? And I thought to
myself, “Is this what Christmas is all about?”
Yes, it truly is. Christmas is all about giving. We don’t give simply because the wise
Rev. Micah Messer
men gave; we give because God gave. For God so loved the world that He gave His only
Son (John 3:16). Yes, a child was born, but a Son was given (Isaiah 9:6). Behold! What
The Messer family: Caleb, Micah,
Laura, and John Mark. Micah
extravagant love the Heavenly Father has given unto us, that we should be called the sons
serves the CHC as the National
and daughters of God (1 John 3:1)! The love of the Father is clearly shown in the gift of His
Royal Rangers Commander.
son (Matthew 7:11; Ephesians 2:4).
Jesus was the perfect present, wrapped in swaddling clothes. In fact, Jesus was the gift
that keeps on giving. He gives us the words of life (John 6:68). He gives us an abundant life
(John 10:10). He gave His own life. He was life! We, however, were not special someone’s. We were liars and deceivers, murderers
and haters, adulterers and fornicators, disobedient and rebellious children (1 Corinthians 6:11). We
deserved punishment, not a pardon; yet, even while we were sinners, Christ still died for us,
who loved me and gave Himself for me (Romans 5:8; Galations 2:20).
Wasn’t the price for our salvation expensive? Yes, He paid our debt in full. Was Him
giving His own life necessary? Yes, He died in our place. What a sacrificial God for a
selfish world! And before leaving earth, He gave once again. Jesus said receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost (John 20:22). We often think of Christ’s humility becoming
flesh and dwelling among us, but do we realize how equally humbling it is for the
Comforter to come and dwell within us? What a generous God!
We complain about fighting traffic, walking through crowds, and standing
in lines, when He fought the forces of darkness, walked on earth, and stood in
humanity’s place. What a perfect present! What a glorious gift! Christmas is the
season of giving because God the Father gave His Son to the world to give His life.
Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift!
This Christmas, give just like the Father. Give generously to the needy. Give
sacrificially to the poor. Give cheerfully to the undeserving. Most importantly, give all of
yourself to the One who gave all of Himself for you.
–by Micah Messer

Christmas

is the season of giving
because God the Father
gave His Son to the world
to give His life. Thanks
be unto God for His
unspeakable gift!
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JESUS, THE REASON
FOR THE SEASON

C

hristmas: my favorite time of the year. I love
the lights; I love the decorations, the fun, the
food, and the atmosphere! People are happy,
they are laughing, bells are ringing, music is playing,
and then, there is family. It’s a time to enjoy being
together with family and friends, exchanging gifts,
playing games, and having good food. That is what
my family loves to do at this special time of year.
Sometimes, we struggle to make every event special;
but it is worth it.
Rev. Wanda Murray
Then, there is the birth of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, and He is the “Reason for the Season.” He
Rev. Wanda Murray serves the
is the most important part. We may not know the
CHC as the Women’s Ministry
exact day He was born, but we do set aside this
Executive Director.
time to celebrate Him, just as the angels sang,
the shepherds gathered around Him, Wise Men
brought gifts, and the glorious Star shined, on that extraordinary night. Let us always
remember the “Reason for the Season.”
On behalf of the Women’s Ministry Board, we pray that your Christmas will be the
best one ever and that our Lord’s face will shine upon you and give you peace. Merry
Christmas!
–by Wanda Murray

We may not know the exact day He was born, but we do set
aside this time to celebrate Him, just as the angels sang, the
shepherds gathered around Him, Wise Men brought gifts, and
the glorious Star shined, on that extraordinary night.
12
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Hope

AT CHRISTMAS

As I grow
older,
the more
I realize
that while
traditions,
family,
gifts, and
festive
food are
all great,
the most
remarkable
aspect of
Christmas
to me is
the hope
that it
brings.

Kim Causey
The Causey family: Seth, Shelby,
Kim, and William. Kim serves
the CHC as the National Girl’s
Ministry Director
When I think of Christmas, I can’t help but get nostalgic. I remember Christmases past,
precious time spent with family, traditions passed down through generations, church
Christmas plays, and the brown bags full of fruit and candy that were given to us after the
plays. I remember being so excited as a child waking up on Christmas morning to find gifts
waiting for me under the tree. These memories are a few of the simple pleasures of what
some call the most wonderful time of the year.
Christmas has always been a special time of the year to me. I enjoy all the festivities,
decorating my house, delicious foods, time with family, and seeing my children excited
about their presents. As I grow older, the more I realize that while traditions, family, gifts,
and festive food are all great, the most remarkable aspect of Christmas to me is the hope
that it brings. Hope came in the form of a baby born in a manger. Hope that grew up, died,
and rose from the dead for the sins of the world. Hope that came for my healing. Hope that
came for my peace. Hope that came to give me the promise of Heaven.
Five years ago, my children and I experienced a horrible tragedy when we lost their
dad/my husband in a car accident. You see, the hope of Christmas, which is Jesus, became
even more real to us that year. Peace became more real, and the hope of Heaven became
more real. Our family has always remembered that Christmas is all about Jesus and
celebrating His birth through certain traditions. We are very thankful for the hope that
Christmas brings and that joy does come in the morning, not just in the Christmas season
but in every season.
As you celebrate Christmas this year, I pray that the hope of Christmas, our precious
Savior, Jesus becomes more real to you!
–by Kim Causey
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THE SMELL OF CHRISTMAS

I

have always loved the way certain things smell, and like a
lot of people, a particular smell can trigger memories for
me. Think of the smell of the hospital as you went in to
have a procedure or the scent of suntan lotion on a beachperfect day – when we smell these things, we have memories
associated with them.
One great memory that I have is what we call “the Christmas
sack” or “fruit bag”. I grew up in Lula Congregational Holiness
Church (now Assembly of Praise) and in the late 60’s these
sacks or “pokes,” as my daddy called them, would be given out
to everyone on the night of the Christmas play. Our church
believed that everyone should go home with a gift, and from
the youngest to the oldest, everyone received his/her very own
sack.
As a little girl, I
couldn’t wait to get my
Christmas fruit bag!
We had just finished
our Christmas play,
which usually included
a reenactment of the
nativity scene (I was
always an angel, never
Mary), the church
was packed and very
warm, and the live
Sis. Redenna Poole
tree sparkled with the
Sis. Redenna Poole is the wife of
lights and tinsel. In
Bishop Scotty Poole. Sis. Poole
those early years, often,
serves the CHC as the Minister’s
a logger would bring
Spouse Ministry Director.
the live tree in, and
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it was the biggest and most beautiful thing I had ever seen,
as it often brushed the ceiling. After the presents under the
tree were given out, it was time for the sacks. The young
men would carry the boxes in, and everyone was given a bag.
There were frequent reminders from the platform to “be sure
and take one; we don’t want to leave anybody out”.
When that bag was put into my hands, the first thing I did
was open it and bring it straight up to my face and inhale.
This was the smell of Christmas to me, as the oranges, apples,
tangerines mixed with the scent of chocolate drops and
peppermint and double mint gum. The smell of the live tree
mixed in with those smells was almost overwhelming, but I
knew that it meant Christmas was here! When I smell that
smell today, it takes me back to those childhood memories
and I remember all those happy Christmases. Did I mention
that it needs to be in a brown paper bag with the top rolled
down tightly for the biggest effect?
While reading about the Old Testament days, in worship
when burnt offering sacrifices were made, I have often
wondered if the smell of those sacrifices wafted up to the
Lord and if He associated that smell as the scent of worship. 2
Corinthians 2:15 tells us that “we are unto God a sweet savor
of Christ, “ and one of the definitions of savor is a pleasant
smell. As I reflected on my joy at receiving my Christmas bag
each year, I hope the Lord has joy in me and that I am a sweet
savor to him. I want my worship, my walk, and my life to
smell good to Jesus!
Merry Christmas from my family and me to you and your
family! I hope you get a Christmas fruit bag this year that
smells amazing!
–Sis. Redenna Poole

CHRISTMAS
COMES ALIVE

H

i, my name is Austin Smith from New
Bethel Congregational Holiness Church! I
am the Jr. General Superintendent.
Christmas time is the most wonderful time
of the year! When they think of how Christmas
comes alive to them, most people think of gifts
and Christmas trees, but for me, I know I’m going
to sound old, but it is when hallmark Christmas
movies come on and when Christmas music
plays on the radio. One of my favorite songs of
all time is Silent Night. I don’t know if everyone
sings this song around Christmas, but I definitely
do. I have always thought it truly embodied what
Christmas is really about!
That also makes me think of something that
is so special to me about Christmas. Before my
grandma and grandpa passed away, we always
sang silent night on Christmas eve as a family. Obviously, today everyone thinks of Christmas as toys and gifts, but what is so
special about Christmas to me is being surrounded by family and remembering the true meaning of Christmas!
One Christmas tradition I hope to carry on for generations is that we have always read a story out of the bible that talked
about either the birth of Jesus or all that he has done for us every Christmas eve. We have always done that so we don’t forget
the reason we are all gathered together; it’s not for gifts, it’s to celebrate our savior!
Christmas is such a special time of year, and we sometimes forget
that. So this Christmas, if you don’t have a tradition, it’s never late to

2021 Youth Leadership Summit
start one. A bible verse that always comes to mind this time of year is
this. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning.” – James 1:17. This verse reminds me that everything
we have to be thankful for this time of year is all because of our Lord
and Savior, and without Him, this time of year wouldn’t be possible.
Have an amazing Christmas, but never forget the reason we
celebrate this time of year! Spend time with family and give thanks to
the Lord for all He has blessed you with!
–Austin Smith
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